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Youth  Night  '03  scheduled  for  July  25 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 
Editor 


be  taken.  There  will  be  no  reserve  seating 
and  a  nacked  house  is  e9q>ected,  so  Lum 
advised  attendees  to  arrive  early  enough  to 
navigate  traffic  congestion  around  the 
Coliskim  and  get  g^  seats.  Vans  and 
buses  are  welcome. 

Some  of  the  traffic  congestkm  should  be 
rdieved  at  the  Ccdiseum  and  (he  acj^aoent  faiiv 
grounds  oomidex  with  the  oon^letion  of  the 
Hig^  Stiset  leoonstruction  project  Hi|^  Street 
serves  as  the  main  entrance  to  the  CcMiseum. 

Members  of  ffie  2003  Mississippi  Bap&t 
Youffi  Night  Planning  Committee,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  Lum,  include: 

•  Mike  Brister,  student 
minister  at  First  Church, 
Brookhaven. 

•  Jon  CooDOT,  student  min- 
ister  at  First  Church,  Amory. 
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(MBCB)  Youth  Team  and  discography 

consultant  in  the  board's  includes  The 

Sunday  School  Department. Experience: 

"If  previous  years  are  any  Isaiah  6  (1999) 

indication,  the  Coliseum  Hall  and  In  the 

will  be  standing  room  only  Hands  of  the 

before  the  pronam  even  starts."  Lord  (1993).  He  has  appeared 

The  featured  speaker  ttiis  year  is  Stuart  wiffi  4-HIM,  Newscmg,  Truth, 

Hall  of  Cumming,  Ga.  Hall  has  devoted  his  Point  of  Grace,  LaRue,  Cindy 
carqgy||y(D|;^  ministry  fw  ffie  past  15  Moigaiv  Rebecca  St.  Jame^ 
year*  and  has  served^Jtifee  churches  as  and  Mark  Lowai]^  -  ^ 
youffi  minister.  Hie  has  alk>  worked  wiffi  A  native  6f  LancasttfT  S.C.7 
the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Affiletes.  GuUedge  resides  in  Gainkville 

Hall  is  the  head  of  DA9L  bic,  a  non-prof-  with  his  wife  Elenise. 
it  organization  whose  mission  is  to  raise  the  Lum  said  ffie  doors  to  the 
standard  of  influence  among  students  dobal-  Coliseum  will  open  at  5:30  pm.,  aiKl  the  pro-  Mississippi  C^perative  Program.  For 
ly  bydevelop^  teenagers  as  ^nritual  lead-  gram  will  begin  at  6:30  pm.  wiffi  pre-session  more  iniormation,  Lum  can  be  contacted 
ers.  The  orsmization  currenfly  partners  with  musk.  Coun^or  training  will  be  conducted  at  MBCB,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
more  flian  200  youth  ministries  woridwide.  at  5*30  pm  at  flie  west  era  the  Coliseum.  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (^1)  292-3280  or 
Hall  is  flie  featured  communicator  at  There  is  no  admission  charge.  An  invita-  toU-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 
Inside  Out,  the  higji  school  disdpleship  tira  will  be  included  and  a  love  offering  will  ext.  280.  E-mail:  dlumOmbcb.org. 


Rob  Futral,  pastor  of 
itry  Woods  Church, 


Gary  Phillips,  former 
»tion/youfli  minister  at 


GuUedge 


VBS  2003  kicking  off  with  May  18  Day  of  Prayer 


in  their  churches,  with  a  recogni¬ 
tion  and  commisskxiing  of  the 
VBS  workers,"  said  Becky 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
The  Great  Kingdom  Caper,  also 
known  as  Vacation  Bible  Sdiool 

(VBS)  2003,  is  I - 

just  around  die 

Churches 
are  getting  1 

readv  for  this  I 

year's  summer-  I 

time  outreach,  1 

set  in  joUy  old 

wluch  partici- 
pants  wul  try  to 
crack  "mar- 

been  for  tibe 
VBS  Day  of 
Prayer,  with 
churches  asked 
to  set  aside  a 
special  time  of 
prayer  for  aU 


VBS  is  one  of  flie  best  evan-  job  of  getting  the  word  out 
listic  tools  used  by  churches,  about  training  events  for  VBS 
hile  statistics  for  2002  VBS  workers^  Martin  said.  "One  of 

-  based  on  the  the  best  reasons  for  a  church  to 

Annual  do  VBS  and  choose  our  iruiter- 
Church  Profile  ial  is  die  availability  of  free 

won't  be  avail-  training  for  workers.  The  asso- 

able  until  later  ciations  who  are  doing  the  best 

k  ^  in  die  summer,  job  in  training  workers  do  two 

1  M  numbers  from  clinics,  one  in  die  winter  and 

mm  2001  reflect  its  one  later  on  in  the  spring." 

Mm  impact  28,180  This  year's  theme.  The  Great 

IB  churches  con-  Kingdom  Caper  Cracking  the 

1^.  ducted  VBS;  Character  Code,  Mxeaks  to  the 

more  than  3.2  current  times.  "Think  how 

million  were  many  per^le  are  out  of  work 

enroUed;  more  now  arid  how  many  of  those  are 

uQ  than  81,000  without  jobs  because  of  a  lack 

V  «■  VBS  workers  of  diaracter  at  die  top  levels  of 

were  trained  big  companies,"  Marnn  said, 

through  state  JPor  more  information  on 
Jy  conventions;  VBS  in  Mississippi,  contact 

fe*"  almost  110,000  Linda  Reeves,  ccxisultant  in  the 

decisions  were  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

made  to  accept  Board  Sund^  School 

Christ  as  Department,  at  RO.  Box  530, 

Savior.  Few  JacKson,  MS  39205-0530. 

ler  programs  or  events  can  Telephone:  (601)  292-3294,  toll- 
Bst  such  figures.  free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 

State  conventions  and  local  1651,  ext.  294.  E-mail: 
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Sunday 


>  -  irtie  Old  Dinosaur's  death  rattle 

•  _ 

Ctxildttiewariniraqhavegoneanybet-  Americans  go  hrane.  I  _  T" 

ter?  Of  course.  It  could  have  gone  Setter  aren't  being  ungrateful  for 

if  foere  had  been  a  way  to  avoid  foe  loss  foe  most  part;  foey're  just  w  HJfUW 

(rf  life  on  bofo  sides,  but  foe  adept  prosecution  anxious  for  afl  foe  foreigriOT  •gJJMJWTWIHI 

^  the  war  and  now  swift  inplementation  of  to  leave  so  foey  can  begin  ^  /j,  ilWvwOH* 

hurrumihuian  arvl  recovery  programs  have  their  courrtty  anew.  xV  \  _ 

gone  pretty  good  up  to  fois  poinL  There's  only  one  m^r  fly  _|  id  »c>/ 

fo Iffis  man  a  month  a  fearsome  aikl  rutiv  in  tins  ointment  foe  liber^  , 

less  enemy  has  been  soundly  defeated;  a  ditist  American  news  media  ^ 

sociopafoic  dictator  has  been  toppled;  a  pop-  establishmOTt  doesn't  see  the  jT  ^  Nk  pfit 

vdaoe  crushed  vmderflte  boot  ofaSoviet-st)w  Iraq  canpaign  as  a  victory  at  ] 

totsditarian  state  has  been  heed;  the  dictator's  all.  They  see  only  "qtMg*  J  \ 
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Notebook 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


14,  while  the  liberation  of  I 

the  Iraq  people  was  being  I 

celebrated  on  several  con-  I 

tinents  and  former  bel-  I 

ligerents  were  sharing  fCWWW  | 

meals  in  the  streets  of 

Baghdad,  ABC's  Nightline  focused  on  smart  enough  to  switch  to  one  of  dozens  of 

the  looting  of  one  museum  in  Baghdad  other  news  media  outlets  that  are  willing  to 

(albeit  a  major  museum).  tell  the  story  fairly  and  accurately. 

All  the  good  news  swirling  aroimd  the  The  days  of  foe  big,  elitist  news  media 
world  in  ruation  to  the  success  of  the  liber-  moncpolira  are  drawing  to  a  clo%.  It  may 
aticm  campaign,  and  Ni^tline  could  only  take  a  while  longer,  but  flie  CM  Dinosaur  is 
focus  on  the  negative.  Typical.  Typical,  but  gradually  going  to  give  way  to  a  refrefoing 
also  sad.  Sad,  but  also  exasperatmg.  iiew  age  otjournalisin.  Those  of  us  \\foo  listen 

andthebril-  The  nation^  news  me^ccmtinue  to  hem-  closely  can  already  hear  ttie  death  rattle. 

liarKe  of  foeir  leaders.  Iraqis  are  pulling  orrhage  customers,  and  they  can't  seem  to  fig-  Maybe  then,  Christums  and  religious 

down  statues  of  foe  dictator  all  over  foe  ure  it  out  Every  year;  tewer  emd  fewer  groups  will  be  treated  fairly  and  accurately 
country  and  burning  him  in  effigy.  They  Americans  (to  ttieir  credit)  depend  on  ttie  instead  of  being  constantly  depicted  as  dia- 
are  waving  American  flags  and  crumting  dominant,  mainstream  news  media  for  their  bolkal,  dirt-eating  snake  handlers. 

"U.S.A.!  US.A.!  U.SA.!"  infonnation  about  ttie  world.  While  nards-  If  that  be  the  case,  let  us  do  everything 

Some  Iraqis  are  even  using  flieir  newfound  sists  like  Peter  Jennings  drcxte  on  as  if  we  are  we  can  within  our  power  to  hasten  that 

freedom  of  ipeech  to  demand  that  five  all  children,  th^  donT seem  to  realize  we  are  glorious  day. 
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platform  to  espouse  his  ultra- 
liberal  views.  Now  that  some-  I  i 
one  has  stood  im  to  him,  he's  |J 
crying  foul  ancT  claiming  his  mm 
ri^ts  have  been  violated.  H 

Baseball  Hall  of  Fame  presi-  H 
dent  Dale  Petroskey  recently  H 
informed  Robbins  that  the  HaU  9 
of  Fame  was  canceling  a  15fo  ^ 
aimiversary  celebration  of  Bull 
Dtuham,  a  classic  baseball 
movie  starring  Robbins  and  his  which 
real-life,  live-in  lover  Susan  Fame 
Sarandon.  Petroskey  dted  to  pol 
Robins’  ccmstant  criticisms  of  ^a 
President  George  W.  Bush  and  sen  ti 
fire  war  with  Iraq  as  the  reason  positii 
for  the  cancellation.  make 

”Yfe  believe  vpur  very  Pub-  Robbi 
lie  criticism  of  President  Bush  many 
at  this  important  —  and  sensi-  with 
five  —  time  in  our  nation's  his-  will  n 
tory  helps  undermine  the  U.S.  baseb 
position,  which  ultimately  Ex( 
could  put  our  tr(x>ps  in  even  the  m 
more  efanger,"  Petroskey,  a  for-  Holly 
mer  Reagan  administration  a  cha 
official,  wrote  in  a  letter  to  dreuz 
Robbins.  "As  an  institution,  we  politic 
stand  behind  our  President  tie  ha 
2md  our  troops  in  this  conflid."  of  pol 
Robbins  was  outraged.  He  Qu 
responded  with  a  narshly  true.l 


Rccotd  Advisory  Committee: 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay  Louis 
Rick  Hertson,  Brarnkm 
Ken  Hester,  Pontotoc 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Michael  Weeks,  Olive  Branch 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 

If  you  can 't 

1  ’.I 

take  the  heat... 

1 

By  Tim  Ellsworth 

Mulkeytown,  III. 

Spring  breakers  hear  message  of  salvation 

I^RT  LAITOERDA^,  Fla.  off-duty  volunteer,  although  as  they  are  able  and  then  trust  to  dieir  life  —  keeping  die  sub- 
)  7^  ,  what  WM  billed  as  how  many  more  is  not  clear,  the  Lord  that  all  things  work  stance  the  same?" 

(me  of  ttie  laig^  reUgious  gath-  Andy  Palau,  project  coordina-  togedier  for  die  gcxxv  Palau  Reccord  credited  the 
oings  evn  in  the  Umted  Stetes,  tor  for  Beac^est,  told  the  said.  Argentine-bom  68-year-old 

mOlffiAnHfi  f\w  TTlrknHa  ...^..^..^11..  'T' _ _ _  2^  ji. _ 2 _  ...t _ 1 _ « _ / _ 1 _ 1 


BAPTISTS 


Convention,  careened  around 
the  beach  with  his  infant  son, 
in  leading  nearly  a  dozen  stu¬ 
dents  who  moved  up  the  coast 
to  Beachfest  after  completing 
various  projects  through  the 
For  You  Miami  initiative  sup- 

forted  in  part  by  the  Miami 
aptist  Association. 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


teered  to  talk  to  people - 

about  Jesus,  serve  up  food,  and 
keep  an  eye  on  the  rowdy, 
bea(d\-clad  crowds.  Festival 
oiganizers  reported  5,000  docu¬ 
mented  decisions  for  die  March 
22-23  outreach. 

The  Beachfest  featured  some¬ 
thing  for  everyone;  a  10,000- 
square-foot  pro  skateboard 
park,  a  VeggieTales  children's 
area,  a  Sports  Zone  staffed  with 
Miami  Dolphins  players,  and 
some  of  the  inspirational 
world's  top  rock.  Gospel,  and 
pop  artists  like  Third  Day, 
To^Mac,  and  Jump  5. 

Security  concerns  drew  more 
than  the  t^ical  number  of  both 
uniformed  police  officers  and 


high  cost  of  providing  security 
was  anticipated  in  light  of 
world  events  and  built  into  the 
$2.1  million  budget  provided 
by  hundreds  oF  IcKal  and 
national  businesses. 

Palau  said  the  federal 
Homeland  Security 

Department,  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation,  and 
anti-terrorist  task  forces  in  the 
Southeast  encouraged  the 
Portland-based  Luis  Palau 
Evangelist  Asscxriation  (LPEA) 
to  ''absolutely,  go  for  it,"  in 
plcinning  for  me  Festival. 

"We  nave  to  press  forward 
and  put  our  confidence  in  the 
government  to  do  its  job  as  best 


interrogated 


^Norway  (BP)  —  Officars  of  foe  Moet  pcAce  in 
''Ave  ordered  children  of  Baptist  parenli  to  be 
—■aciKiol  classes  and  interrogated  uiout  internal 

_ Christian  edocatkm  in  foeir  families  in  ^ 

r'ef****^  •  aocmding  to  a  Forum  18  News  Service 

'  banned  foe  (foiklien  from  attending  ser- 

_ sevoal  of  them  [who  woe  older]  wifo 

to  an  April  3  statement  Fonim  18  req^ed 

ohuich  in  the  city  of  Balkanitwid  (loii^ 
liirkmerustan.  The  <fouidllvisheea.l 
and  has  been  banned  faom 
ll^ll^ttnalde  to  verify  foe  rqpoft  ol  I 

foenewsservk»v 

_ ■  lewd  Baptists  ha^  a 

r.  No  one  atfoe  goveinniilt*a^ 
in  tlw 


ty  comes  easy  for  Palau.  Calling 
himself  a  "poster  child"  for  this 
kind  of  evangelistic  event,  the 
37-year-old  former  Grateful 
Dead  concert-goer,  said  he  did 
not  make  a  decision  to  trust 
Christ  imtil  he  was  27. 

"The  mefocxls  can  change 
over  time,  but  foe  Gospel  mes¬ 
sage  has  to  stay  foe  same.  It  is 
sacred.  But  none  of  this  is 
sacred,"  Palau  said,  gesturing 
wide  at  foe  iock<oncert  and  fun- 
and-games  set-up  at  the  beach. 
'This  is  just  for  a  season;  it's  to 
capture  foe  attention  of  foie  city." 

Robert  E.  Reccord,  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  North  American 
Mission  Board,  expressed  the 
same  sentiment  in  an  interview 
wifo  foe  Witness.  Reccord  spoke 
March  21  at  a  PrcKlamation 
Evangelism  Network  confer¬ 
ence  tor  evangelists  held  in  con¬ 
junction  with  TCachfest. 

"The  substance  of  the  Gospel 
must  never  change,  but  the 
style  must  be  adaptable  to  the 
(nilture,"  Reccord  said.  "Are  we 
going  to  sit  back  in  our  stained 
glass  ghettos  and  expect  them 
to  come  to  us,  or  are  we  going 
to  do  what  Jesus  did  anci  take 
the  Gospel  to  them  and  adapt  it 


"This  is  a  great  way  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  creative  ministty,"  Smith 
said.  "We've  got  to  think  out¬ 
side  the  box  and  do  some 
things  and  reach  people  right 
where  they  are." 

Palau,  poised  and  ready  to 
deliver  a  message  each  mght, 
dressed  casually  m  khakis  and  a 
blue  denim  shirt,  looked  around 
at  the  mostly  young  crowd  and  ' 
spoke  plainly  about  morality. 

Ccisting  an  inclusive  vision, 
Palau,  in  Spanish  and  in  English, 
said;  "Safe  sex  is  no  sex  outside 
of  marriage.  That  is  safe  sex."  He 
told  the  youth  the  power  of  Jesus 
Christ  would  help  them  control 
themselves.  "Goa  is  love;  real 
love  is  not  sex,"  he  said. 

As  for  God's  claim  on  their 
lives,  Palau  said  His  plan  is 
for  people  to  be  holy.  "He 
loves  you  just  as  you  are,"  the 
energetic  Palau  said  of  God, 
"but  He  loves  you  too  much  to 
leave  you  just  as  you  are. 

"1  beg  you  to  come  running 
to  Jesus  because  He  loves 
you,"  Palau  said.  "Some  of 
you  are  pushed  around. 
People  call  you  loser,  geek  ... 
or  worse.  Jiesus  Christ  said 
you  are  my  friend  when  you 
do  as  1  command  you." 


/  luu  k 


I II  \  (M/  •«  ,V'I) 


Southern  Baptists  launch  an  abstinence  program  named  True  Love  Waits. 
Begun  by  a  youth  group  in  Hermitage,  Tenn.,  the  program  seeks  to  equip 
teenagers  with  the  skills  and  deesire  to  remain  sexu^y  pure  until  marriage. 


G.  Keith  Wilkinson,  field  services  coordinator  with  the  Baptist  Sunday 
J  School  Boand,  is  elected  director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Sunday  School 
department  to  succeed  Bryant  Cummings  upon  his  retirement  in  June. 


"til  I  t'.i/ ' 


Doris  Wiggins,  editorial  assistant  of  foe  Baptist  Record  for  the  past  two 
years,  resigns  to  accept  foe  position  of  assistant  editor  of  publications  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Soufoem  Baptist  Convention  in  Nashville. 


April  24, 2003 
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warm 


illness 


China 


Batesville 
church  burns 
on  April  21 

Calvary  Church,  Batesville, 
was  totallv  destroyed  in  a  fire 


21 .  No  one  was  injured. 

According  to  Courtney 
Seivy,  Associational  Missions 
Director,  F^nola  Association,  a 
policeman  noticed  what 
seemed  to  be  a  cloud  near  the 
church  at  approximately  3  a.m. 
The  policeman  discoyered  it 
was  smoke,  and  firefighters 
were  dispatched.  Firefighters 
fought  the  blaze  until  about  9, 
a.m.  Mohda/  mpmiog. 

The  church  was  a  total  loss. 
While  some  walls  were  still 
standing,  the  sanctuary  and 
classrooms  were  gone.  The 
cause  of  the  fire  is  still  under 
inyestigation. 

"It  was  a  beautiful  church 
building,"  said  Seivy.  "We  had 
just  had  our  spring  association¬ 
al  meeting  there."  Seivy  indi¬ 
cated  that  there  might  be  some 
vacant  stores  the  church  could 
use  temporarily,  and  that 
Sunday  School  classes  might 
meet  in  the  homes  of  members. 

"The  church  has  already 
been  offered  another  church 
building  for  Sunday  evening 
services,"  Seivy  stated. 


By  Alice  M.  Smith 

Correspondent 


In  the  fall  of  2001,  One  Voice,  a 
music/drama  ensemble  directed  by  L. 
Graham  Smith,  director  of  the  C^mch 
Music  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Omvention  Board  (MBCB),  began 
praying  and  seekir^  God's  direction  as  to 
the  place  He  woulonave  them  go  on  their 
next  mission  trm  scheduled  for  Spring  2003. 


Voice,  Smith  asked,  "How  do  you  feel 
about  going  to  China?"  There  was  an 
immed^te  excitement  that  permeated  the 
group  and  resulted  in  an  enthusiastic 
response.  With  financial  support  from  ^ 
Margaret  Laci^  State  Mission  Offering 
and  love  offerings  received  at  One  Voice 
concerts  for  many  years  —  along  witfi 
logistic  assistance  of  MBCB  Partnership 
Du^or  Ken  Rhodes  and  his  department 

—  die  trip  became  a  reality. 

On  March  10,  One  Voice  left  for  China. 
The  trip  would  prove  to  be  one  of  adven¬ 
ture,  joy,  deep  missions  impact,  profound 
interaction  with  the  Chinese  and  widi  our 
own  workers  who  live  and  minister  diw 

—  and  even  trepidation  as  One  Voice 
members  d«ilt  with  the  beginning  of  the 


Peters 


•  Voice  God.  The  power  of 
of  the  t^t  people  across 

iveseesM 


when  se^^g,  fottowm§i 


By  Wniiam  H.  PtaUsM 

Editor _ _ 

Justin  Peters  of  Vicksburg  has  an 
impressive  resume'/  a  6cshiy-mmted  sem- 
lini^  degree,  loads  0i  mdhusiasm  — *  and 
cerdm  palsy.  l^luiBn’t  aUowed  diet  laft 
leal^  to  haye^musjh'ijf-airsrffiBctron'^ffw 
otto  ttuec,  however 

- —  Tf  not  for  die  cerebral  palsy, 

I  wouldn't  be  die  person  I  am 
today.  God  didn't  cause  me  to 
have  cerebral  palsy,  but  he 
allowed  me  to  Mve  it  for  a 
reason,"  said  Peters,  age  29, 
who  was  diagnosed  wtoi  he 
was  about  twelve  mcmdis  old. 

^  believe  it  has  opened  doors 
to  ministry  diat  would  other¬ 
wise  have  been  closed.  I  min- 
ler  in  ways  that  an  'able4xxl- 
V  minister  cannot.” 

Doctors  told  his  parents  not 
to  exp^  much  from  nim,  Pelen 
said.  The  doctors  predicted  tihat 
ie  would  never  be  aUe  to  hcdd  a 
Ifane  and  again,  he  has 
dum  wrong. 

wSpfum  conveoknoe, 
sen  Wi&,«t  .  about  ai^- 
he  wi^  to  go.  a 
oi  dtfeddate  degrees 
TKKt  '02)  tom 
Semlnaxy  in  Ft' 
an  undergraduate 
"  in  economics  from. 
Stato  University  in 
.  Petto  has  proven 
toi  do  cotoderably  mor^;"! 
nJustholdapencU. 

Tve  nevat  tot  dwi  my  dis^" ' 


"Becamw  cd  nv  MMISB 

die  mininty  of  nur 
Lord  and  sevtoit  to  oiF 

finished  my  unotomd 
planned  to  to  a  maito's 
policv.  1  couldn't  find  pe 


Oii€  Voice  at  Halldv^ah  Quudi  in  Haibiiv  China 

med  of  die  deadly  SAKS  werepraying  oonstandy  for  them  was  like  a 
invading  China.  tangw  aura  diat  envtoped  the  group.  In 

ans  fdt  the  presence  at  spile  of  die  uncertain  of  die  times,  they 
prayer  and  the  knoMdedge  experienoed  die  promise  of  the  "peace  of  God 
LmerkaandinhfissisBqipi  -  diatpaaspn  all  our  understanding." 

■  Ine  question  was  asked  by  a  university 

student,  "What  has  made  die  impres¬ 
sion  on  3mu  during  your  stay  in  China?"  I 
couldn't  ii^>  but  answer,  "Tne  bright  and 
shtniiw  eyes,  alive  widi  curios^  and  the 
fiienr^  smiles  of  the  people  of  China.  I  am 
most  inrorcased  widi  your  people  and  their 
1  interest  m  Americans  and  America.  I  am  also 
It  iirq>rtoed  with  your  desire  for  education. 
I  You  have  so  maiw  large  universities  here." 
lemadiiaK  I  Another  studmt  asked  me,  "What  is 


to  After  I 
ttutos,  I 
llnputo: 


minist^,  but  I  dleniissed  it 

'Teihto  a  better  deaettodn  itodd  be 
diat  I  reneted  it  1  oouldnl  eel  or  deep.  I 
rededicated  my  life  in  die  fafl  ^  199$,  but 
ineide  I  was  euil  very  unhmit  it  wee  oto 
after  contiiiued,iiitertopiato1toItoft>Bd 
arid  fully  aootoed  Goda  nm  towf Me.  In 
Nbvemtocf  l99S,ifini^toly6to7ft<fc 
it' I  surreridaed  to  dw  oimlMx^jnpci  toA 
Rrom  that  point  forward  JjiMpiMto  ho 
reason  to  quetom  Cod  abuflOiraWtiflfceL 
of  his  Hie,  ne  pointed  ced.  *1^3^M||iev1been 
difficult  times,  espetol^.^iPiK  ^ 
young  and  would  Ant 

ask  any  longer  because  I 

plan  far  my  life."  '  ’  - 


Peters  plan  far 


Since  mtishi 
Soudiwestem 
preached  four 
ypply  preach 
dream  is  to  sen 
tor,  if  die  Lotoi 
1  know  jwii 
Ifem  fat  wlto 
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The  Baptist  Recoro- 


Another  student  asked  me,  "What  is 
your  goal  for  your  life?  What  do  you  hope 
to  accomplishr  Wi6\  great  joy,  I  wallto 
through  tot  door  of  invitation  and  said, 
"To  love  Jesus  witii  all  of  my  heart  and  soul 
and  mired  and  to  serve  Him  and  please 
Him  all  of  my  life.  Everywhere  I  go,  I  want 
to  tdl  pe(»le  I  talk  to  about  Jesus  and  diat 
He  is  Gods  Son  and  gives  me  eternal  life." 

Then  I  said,  "I  have  always  wanted  to 
serve  Jesus  and  prayed  at  your  age  that  He 
would  show  me  what  He  wanted  me  to  do, 
for  Ife  has  a  plan  for  each  person's  life.  I 
have  a  love  sbHy  to  tell  you.  (I  learned  die 
students  love  to  hear  love  stories.) 

'Xfod  trM  me  diat  He  want^  me  to 
many  someone  who  was  called  to  serve 
Him  widi  his  life,  but  I  didn't  feel  it  would 
be  a  preacher.  It  would  be  someone  else. 
God  led  me  to  my  husband  and  I  have  lived 
and  served  with  Him  for  almost  42  years 
now.  He  is  in  music  and  directs  our  group 
and  serves  God  in  music  in  Mississippi" 

As  we  heard  die  news  diat  the  United 
States  was  at  war  widi  Iraq  and  SARS  was 
roieading  rapidly,  I  was  retoided  of  Lottie 
itom's  ministry  in  China  over  100  years 
ago,  and  I  drought  to  myself,  "How  ccnild 
she  leave  her  homeland  m  such  a  Irmg-ago 
time,  to  go  around  die  world  to  give  her 
life  to  a  people  and  a  land  in  the  midst  of 
poverty,  darker;  and  disease...  and  choose 
to  live  in  sudi  loneliness?  Sie  was  just 
Lottie  Mcxxi,  but  with  a  special  distinction. 
She  was  calto  by  God.* 

I  am  impressed  anew  with  those  who 
are  called  to  give  tiieir  lives  to  iiussions.  I 
am  in  awe  ca  them.  I  will  pray  for  them 
more  often  and  with  more  ftoor  and  I  will 
give  of  my  resources  to  he^  diem.  It  is  real 
to  me  now,  the  way  d^  give  mJr  lives  to 
share  the  message  of  Cniist.  It  is  real  now, 
and  die  erqrerience  of  knowing  and  observ¬ 
ing  win  never  leave  me. 

SmiOi  is  Director  of  Media  Relations  for 
Baptist-i^iated  Mississwpi  Coll^  in 
Oxntan,  and  the  loife  of  L  Graham  Smith. 


'April  24, 2003 


Uruguayans  planting  Mississippi  church  | 

By  W.  Fra^  Lay  However,  Gaston  does  not  want  to 


j  **  a  ««  iwava/  «  naat  a  o^tvaili  UI  VJUU 

l^ston  and  Marysol  Romero  first  ttirowing  the  nets  of  the  church  to  catch 
neard  s  call  to  missicms  early  in  life,  as  many  Hispanic  fish  as  1  can." 

^ter,  while  attendine  a  missionary  con-  As  pastor,  Gaston  Romero  has  two 
terence  in  their  home  country  of  goals.  His  first  goal  is  to  build  a  leader- 
Uruguay,  God  confirmed  His  caU  to  team.  "We  need  leaders  who  under- 
them.  Little  did  they  realize  that  they  stand  where  we  are  going  and  how  to  get 
would  ^  appointed  by  the  Baptist  there."  To  accomplish  that  goal,  he  will 
Convention  m  Umguay  to  serve  as  mis-  seek  to  build  the  church  around  three 
sion^es  m  the  United  States.  major  pillars:  prayer,  the  Bible,  and  dis- 

Their  Mil  to  missuHis  has  now  led  cipleship.  "Nothing  can  be  obtained 
thra  to  Mississippi  where  the  Romeros  from  God  apart  from  prayer,"  he  said, 
will  serve  as  church  planters.  Tl^  will  Regarding  the  Bible,  he  said,  "We 
Colonial  Heights  Churdi,  believe  in  a  uving  God  and  His  Word  is  a 
Metro  Association,  uid  the  Mississippi  living  message."^  Jesus  invested  His  life 
^ptut  Convention  in  the  planting  and  in  His  discipus,  so  Gaston  wants  to  invest 
d^elraing  of  Iglesia  Bautista  \^da  his  life  in  making  disciples  for  Christ. 
Abundante  (Abundant  Life  Baptist  Gaston's  second  goal  is  derived  from 
Church)  in  Jackson.  Gaston  will  serve  as  the  first  one.  He  wants  to  guide  Vida 
pastor  of  the  church  while  Marysol  will  Abundante  to  grow  and  mature  to  the 
assist  in  Qimtian  educational  ministries,  point  that  the  church  will  be  able  to 
As  missionaries,  the  Romeros  know  plant  other  churches.  He  has  a  vision  to 
that  they  will  have  to  make  the  same  ad-  lead  the  church  to  reach  out  to  the  thou- 
tural  adjustments  fiiat  American  mis-  sands  of  Hispanics  residing  in 
sionaries  have  to  make  when  fiiey  go  to  Mississippi. 

other  coimtries.  Not  only  will  they  nave  As  church  planters,  the  Romeros 
to  adjust  to  life  and  culture  in  know  that  one  aay  they  will  move  on  to 
Mississippi,  they  will  also  have  to  adapt  other  places  of  ministry  in  order  to  begin 
to  Ae  many  Hispanic  cultures  represent-  ofiier  churches.  Until  then,  Gaston  smd, 
ed  in  >fida  Abundante.  "We  know  we  are  in  the  right  place,  at 

Th^gh  Vida  Abundante  is  a  Spanish-  the  right  time,  and  are  working  with  the 
speaking  congregatioiv  a  number  of  Ian-  right  people." 

I^ge  and  cultuim  variances  exist  between  The  Romeros  are  especially  grateful  to 

me  different  nationalities  in  the  duirdi.  the  many  people  who  have  mfluenced 
The  ^fida  Abundante  church  will  sedc  to  dieir  lives  in  the  past.  Missionary  Ronald 
reach  the  many  H]^>anic  business  and  pro-  Roy,  International  Mission  Board  repre- 
fessional  people  livmg  in  the  Jachson  area,  sentative  to  Uruguay,  served  as  a  mentor 


REACHING  OUT  —  Gaston 
Romero  (left),  pastor  of  Iglesia 
Bautista  Vida  Abundante  in 
Jackson,  discusses  his  plans  for 
community  outreach  with  Bob 
Haller,  Associate  Rastor  of 
Colonial  Heights  Church  where 
Romero's  church  currently  meets. 
(BR  photo  by  W.  Frank  Lay) 


Anger  Out  OF 
Control 

The  Bible  says,  "Be  ye  angry 
and  sin  iu)t."  Yet,  I  have  never 
met  anyone  who  did  not  have  a 
temper.  I  have  met  people  v^io 
appeared  to  never  get  tmgry,  cmly 
to  find  out  after  talking  to  their 
spcnise,  or  children,  or  close 
friends,  that  their  fuM  was  not 

The 
die 

capa^ty  of  getfing  angry.  In 
1  willkxik  cdos^,  you 


I  » 


T)irectiW^ns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


nearly  as  long  as  I  thought  The  sfahtiam  1 
fact  IS  that  everyone  rus  die  knifie.  »e 


fact;  if  you' 

will  find  that  God  gets 
We  know  we  were  made  in  1 
image;  therefore.  He  gave  us 
that  dimensicm  also.  Does  that 
mean  that  we  go  around  fum¬ 
ing,  lashing  out  at  people,  and 
saying  and  doing  things  that  are 
destructive?  No,  not  at  all!  In 
feu:!,  that  is  what  the  Scr^rtuie  is 
addressing  when  it  says,  "Be  ye 
angry  and  sin  not" 

It  IS  all  ri^t  to  have  the  emo¬ 
tion  of  anger,  but  when  it  is  dis¬ 
played,  it  must  be  in  such  a 
way  that  it  will  result  in  doing 
the  right  thing  and  not  the 
wrong  and  destructive  dung. 
Wb  see  the  wrong  and  destruc¬ 
tive  di^lay  of  anger  every  day. 
For  instaiKe,  we  see  it  in^road 
rage."  We  see  it  in  Kxxts  as 
Latrell  Sprewell  chokes  his 
coach  and  as  Coach  Bobby 
Knight  throws  a  chair  across 
diemuketball  court  We  also 
see  it  numifest  constandy  in 
doomdc  vk^lenoe.  Scxne  tune 
igo  a  coi^le  was  celebraticg 
&ir  anniversary  and  as  a  gin 
to  his  wife  die  husband  boimlit 
her  some  roses.  Rather  than 
making  her  happy,  she  b^an 


her  husband  with  a 
knife.  She  became  angry  over 
the  fact  that  he  had  spent  too 
much  money  on  the  flowers. 

So  i^iat  can  you  do  when 
youget  angry  in  cuder  to  "not 
sin?'^When  we  do  have  those 
emotions  of  anger  that  flcxxl 
through  UB,  there  are  diree  pos- 
sibili£s  we  face: 

1.  We  can  eiyreas  it  What  I 
mean  by  that  is  that  we  can 
eiqilode,  rant,  rave,  belittle, 
attadc,  or  even  stab,  but  to  do 
diat  would  be  the  wrong  thing! 
That  kind  of  eqiression  only 
results  in  our  thinking,  usually 
cmly  minutes  or  hours  later,  '1 
wim  I  had  not  done  that,"  or  "I 
wish  I  had  not  said  that" 

2.  We  can  repress  it  This  is 
idiat  we  do  when  we  get  angry 
and  just  push  it  down.  We 
count  to  ten  and  nothing  hap¬ 
pens.  Iherw  we  count  to  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  nothing  hi^ipens.  So, 
we  keep  on  pudiing  it  down 
and  never  teaUy  deu  with  the 
issue  or  die  anger.  Often,  when 
this  becomes  me  main  way  of 
dealing  with  Rfigec  we  end 
stiwing  angry  allthe  dme. 

FioasMy  you  know  someone 
who  represses  their  anger  and 


What  would  i 


as  a  result  they  just  seem  to  be 
sour  on  the  world.  They  stay 
angry  about  any  and  every¬ 
thing  that's  going  on  and  won't 
deal  with  the  cause  of  the 
anger.  Instead,  they  just  move 
through  life  seething  imder- 
neath,  always  in  a  "slow  bum." 

3.  We  can  confess  it  When 
you  get  angry,  confess  it  to 
Gcxi.  m  the  Bible  TRe  word  con¬ 
fess  means  to  agree  with.  Gcxi 
already  knows  that  you  are 
angry,  out  when  we  confess  our 
anger  we  agree  with  God's 
understanding  of  us.  Immed¬ 
iately  what  mis  leads  to  is  a 
"God  perception"  of  the 
moment.  Why  are  you  angry? 
■  ■  God  do  about  It? 


Have  you  ever  been  going 
somewhere  and  become  very 
aiigry  because  you  found  your¬ 
self stuck  in  trafiic?  Then,  some 
time  latet  you  discovered  diat 
there  had  Been  an  automobile 
accident  Now,  please  tell  me 
one  gcxxl  thing  your  anger 
accomplished.  you  suppose 
diat  someone  ip  tfwre  ran  into 
another  perscm  sinply  to  make 
you  maa?  Of  course  not!  How 
do  ycm  diink  die  pecple 
involved  in  the  accident  fdt? 


I'm  sure  they  certainly,  weren't 
happy  either.  In  fact,  someone 
coula  have  been  injiued  or  pos¬ 
sibly  lost  their  life.  Would  you 
swap  circumstances  with  th^? 
No!  In  fact,  sitting  in  traffic  for 
a  few  minutes  longer  may  delay 
you,  but  it  will  not  likely 
destroy  you! 

Instead  of  fuming  and  getting 
angry,  why  not  pause  to  thank 
Gcw  for  caring  for  you.  Why  not 
give  thanks  mat  it  is  not  you 
being  rushed  to  the  hospital. 
Whoknows,  you  may  even  nave 
opportunity  to  help  someone. 

Confessing  our  anger  to 
God  allows  us  to  sit  alongside 
of  Him,  gaining  His  persp^- 
tive  about  what  to  ao.  This 
may  be  the  key  to  being  angry 
ana  sinning  not. 

One  day  a  man  was  standing 
in  line  at  a  grocery  store  wait¬ 
ing  to  check  out.  The  line  was 
long  and  wasn't  moving.  He 
was  getting  angry.  He  attempt¬ 
ed  to  find  out  what  die  problem 
was  and  he  discovered  that  a 
handicapped  lady  was  having 
great  dimculty  loading  her  ^o- 
ceries  onto  the  counter.  The 
man  dien  pushed  his  buggy 
aside,  walked  up  to  the  front  of 
the  line,  and  began  helping  the 
lady  unload  her  ouggy.  ne  dien 
took  die  time  to  hep  load  her 
groceries  and  carry  tnem  out  to 
her  car.  When  he  returned  to 
die  store,  he  got  his  buggy  back 
in  line  and  waited  paomdy  to 
check  out.  He  was  now  no 
longer  angry.  Instead  he  was 
calm,  but  more  than  diat,  he 
was  thankful!  Anger  is  better 
handled  when  it  is  turned  into 
gratitude! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  fo/loumg 
prayer  with  Cod  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 

and  freedom  from 
eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 

from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Cfaist  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them 
he  gave  die  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  bdieoe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  rruke  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


N 


Am.  24, 2003. 


The  Baptist  Rbcord 


■ .  a: 


The  RAs  of  Pint  Ch 
Oloh,  Stmirall,  presented  the 
church  widi  a  $100  chedc  for  die 
Annie  Armstrong  Mission 
Offering.  The  boys  earned  ffie 
money  W  hosting  a  hot  dog  sup¬ 
per  for  munh  members. 


\  >  i  £x 
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RAs  of  First  Church  Oloh,  Siunrall 

The  following  children 
from  First  Church, 
Collinsville,  recently  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  State  Biole  Drills 
held  at  Poplar  Springs 
Church,  Meridian.  Pictured 
(from  left,  front)  are  David 
'  May,  Turner  Ennis,  (back) 
Linds^  Summerlin,  Anne 
Beth  Bates,  Glenda  Rowell, 
and  Joel  Mabry. 

A  Y-Fest  Student  Crusade 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Yalobusha  Multipurpose 
Building,  Coffeeville,  on  May 
13  at  7  p.m.  The  Yalobusha 
Baptist  Association  is  spon¬ 
soring  this  event. 

First  Church,  lackson,  will 
hold  a  Senior  Aclult  May  Day 
and  Croquet  on  May  1  from 
10  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  at  the  corner 
of  High  Street  and  Jefferson. 
For  more  information,  call 
(601)  949-1907. 

The  Meyers  Family  will  be 
in  concert  at  Bethel  Church, 
Columbus,  on  April  27  at  11 
a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.  Dinner 
will  be  on  the  grounds  at 
noon.  For  more  information, 
call  (662)  327-2111. 


Jl  si  IOK  I  III  Rl  (  ()KI> 


Clear  Branch  Church, 
Wesson,  presented  Charles  E. 
Davis,  Director  of  Missions, 
McComb,  in  a  program  in 
February.  Davis  (pictured)  is 
"on  the  telephone  with  God." 
Wayne  Moalc  is  pastor. 


The  Women  on 
Missions  of  Center 
Hill  Church, 

Hamilton,  recently 
honored  Addie  Adair 
to  dedicate  and  name 
the  Center  Hill  Church 
Women  on  Missions  to 
the  Addie  Adair 
Women  on  Missions. 
Adair  (holding  the 
sign)  is  pictured  with 
the  Women  on 
Missions. 


First  Church, 

Brandon,  will  present 
Cindi  McMenamin  in  a 
women's  conference. 
Seasons  of  a  Woman's 
Heart,  on  April  26  from 
9  a.m.  —  2  p.m.  at 
Mississippi  Collie  in  the 
Grand  Hall  of  the  B.C.  Rogers 
Student  Center.  A  book  sign¬ 
ing  will  follow.  For  tickets. 


call  (601)  825^9003  or 
(601)  941-3845. 

First  Church, 

Calhoun  City,  will 
present  This  Hope,  a 
male  quintet,  in  con¬ 
cert  on  May  23  at  7 
p.m.  All  are  welcome. 

Williamsburg 
Church,  Collins, 
will  present  a  gospel 
concert  featuring 
Ricky  Atkinson  and 
Compassion  on  May 
2  at  7  p.m.  Danny 
Berry,  State  Director 
of  MADD,  will  also 
be  at  Williamsburg 
Church  on  May  4  at 
6  p.m. 

Mountain  Creek 
Church,  Florence, 
exceeded  their  goal  of 
$800  with  $1,664  for 
Annie  Armstrong. 

Maude' "Walker  is  tne  WMU 
leader.  . 

Dennis  Arnold  and 
Deliverance,  Clinton,  Ala., 
will  be  in  concert  at  Bethel 


Charles  E.  Davis 


Church,  Columbus,  on  May  4 
at  11  a.m.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (662)  327-2111. 


Caddie!  _ 


ADAIR 

\Woaen  On  Missions 


Addie  Adair  Women  on  Missions,  Center  Hill  Church,  Hamilton 


It's  Not  About  Having  A  Lot  Of  Money 


Throughout  her  life,  Mrs.  Webb  was  a  good  steward  of  all  that  God 
had  blessed  her  with.  With  the  help  of  The  Baptist  Foundation,  she 
created  her  Last  Will  and  Testament  and  it  directed  that  upon  her  death, 
the  Lola  Ainsworth  Webb  Trust  Fund  be  established. 


Since  Mrs.  Webb's  pas: 
thousands  of  dollars  tc 
College.  They  are  our  fu 

sing  in  1987,  the  income  of  this  fund  has  given 
>  ministerial  students  who  attend  Mississippi 
[ture  pastors,  ministers  of  education  and  music 

as  well  as  youth  leaders 

1  and  missionaries. 

Mrs.  Webb's  gift  contir 
Everett  is  studying  at  f 

lues  to  work  beyond  her  lifetime.  Today,  Joey 
i/lississippi  College  with  the  assistance  of  the 

Lola  Ainsworth  Webb  T 
without  Mrs.  Webb's  Tr 
will  continue  to  go  or 
encounter  in  my  minisi 

rust.  "1  wouldn't  have  been  able  to  attend  MC 
ust.  Her  planning  not  only  helps  me  today,  but 
1  beyond  even  that  to  everyone  that  1  will 
ty,"  shared  Joey.  “She  will  never  know  how 

many  lives  she  will  touch  beyond  her  lifetime  and  mine." 

In  addition,  Mrs.  Webb's  Trust  provides  for  foreign  and  home  missions 
and  helps  fund  the  upkeep  on  a  local 
church  cemetery. 


THE  MISSISSIfM  SAFTIST  EOUNOATION 


TT 


The  Baptist  Children’s  Viuace 

Mother’s  Day  Offering  2003 


■ 

Pullin^.^  l/ic  Pic(  cs  Back  Toilet  he 

'I' 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
is  the  only  Southern  Baptist 
child  care  agency  in  our  state. 
We  have  continually  cared  for 
Mississippi  children  since  1897. 
Because  the  needs  of  children 
and  dieir  families  have 
changed  drastically  since  those 
early  days,  we  are  constantly 
evaluating  and  adjusting  the 
focus  of  diis  ministry  to  meet 
these  ever-changing  needs. 
There  is,  however,  one  under¬ 
lying  constant  in  this  ministry- 


that  is  our  commitment  to 
imify  the  family,  if  at  all 
possible;  and  to  undergird  the 
family  in  its  daily  struggle  to 
deal  with  a  soci^  diat  seems 
determined  to  annihilate  it. 

This  healing  in  families  is 
possible  only  when  God  is 
allowed  to  work  in  die  lives  of 
children,  mothers  and  fathers. 
The  ministry  of  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village  focuses  (m 
the  total  child,  working^to  meet 
the  physical,  emotional,  social 


and  spiritual  needs  of  that 
child  and  his/her  hunily.  A 
team  of  professional,  Cluistian 
staff  work  diligentiy  to  com¬ 
municate  a  sense  of  infinite 
worth  to  hurting  individuals 
whom  God  directs  to  us.  A 
full-time  chaplain  and  psy¬ 
chologist  as  well  as  qualified  | 
counselors  and  child  care 
woiicers  daily  show  Christ's 
love  to  childi^  and  families. 

At  the  pain  around  us,  we 
realize  diat,  were  it  not  for 
God's  limidess  grace  and 
mercy,  we  would  all  perish 
and  drown  in  a  sea  of  dark¬ 
ness.  We  believe,  as  an  agency, 
God  has  called  us  to  oHer  this 
hope  to  hurting  diildren  and 
fainilies  all  over  the  state  of 
Mississippi. 


.V-.  :  ■  ,  .  . 


■  1 ,  .  -\'j I ; 


This  Mother’s  Day  promote 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village. 

Please  send  me  the  following  materials  to  help  promote  The 
Baptist  Children’s  Vllage  in  my  church  on  Mother’s  Day: 

I 

_ Baptist  Record  Posters 

_ Bulletins 

_ Bulletin  Inserts 

_ Offering  Envelopes 

_ CD  for  Power  Point  Presentation 

_ 3-Minute  Video 

Please  mail  these  materials  to: 

Name _  ■ 

Church  _ _ 

Address _ _ _ - 

City/State/Zip  _ _ _ 

Clip  and  mail  or  FAX  form  to: 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
P.  O.  Box  27 
Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
601  922-2242  FAX  601-922-0367 


Programs  offered  by  The  Baptist  Children's  Village 


.  Residential 

*  i  Family  Ministries 

At^  qfjKilifofeachd\fl4to  _• 
made  t^xm  a&tisrion  to  die  .it-  .  ’  '  .Tte  Residential  Family 

agency  and*  ]*  reviewed  regularly.^-  ^  Ministries  approadi  to  family 

_ ^  rh^  (dans  are  revised  4^.  crte  is  to  (novide  comprdiensive 

I  *  least  two  ti^|es'^^j|I^ervention  tihat  encourages  and 

/  ^  ^  each  year  i^m^orts  each  family  member  as 

/  ^ — ’  i  witti  input(4^^M  physical/  emotional  and 

**Yoa  are  UcH^  g  hxnntfie  ,  t-  "^wistual  iweds  of  the  family  are 

child(^tfke£' '  fvdly  addressed.  As  a  resolution  to 
\  family;  die  crisis  is  soug^it,  the  family  unit 
j  and  ;  ■■  can  be  greatly  strengthened  ^ 
j  Villagjs^  rranaining  intact  in  a  sup{X)rtive 
stad\^  ^fcvironment  The  highly  moti- 

I  are  faivcdved'.'  vated  jjarcnt  will  be  given  the 
^di  dteir  cask  oroortunity  and  die  su{>port 
Chir  ptiiA^  goal  is  family^  iwcessary  to  succeed  in  a  way  diat 

reunificadoiVydienever  (xwsiljp.  (ireserves  dignity  and  self-esteem. 

Otherwise,  oui^ob|e$:tive  is  to^  whidi  ate  essential  to  recovery, 
develop  a  plan  for  enlisting  an  This  ministry  is  located  on  The 
alternative  stable  "fanvly".  For  India  Nunnery  Cam(>u8  and 
some  children  who  have  been  in  curtendy  has  a  cafiadty  for  nine 
multiple  placements  or  who  have  modiers  and  dieir  children, 

no  viable  hunily  resources.  The  Direct  benefits  to  die  family 

Village  mi^t  be  dieir  fiunily.  include: 

Every  effort  is  made  to  allow  •  Family  unit  remains  intact 
Village  children  to  eiqierienoe  *  Safe  haven  in  a  time  of  crisis 

growing  up  in  a  safe,  healdiy,  *  Case  management  and  counsel- 

Christian  environment,  communi-  ing  for  entire  family 
cadng  to  each  child  a  sense  of  *  Life  idcills  tau^t  by  stafi  role- 

infinite  wordi  in  Christ.  modds 


The  Baptist  Children's  '  ‘ 

Village  Rendentid  Family  ■ 

Ministry  at  die  Calvary  H 

Baptist  ChuidiXn^C  ske. '  ■  ■ 

How  Does  CIV)C  Help  ■ 

Break  the  C)rde  of  Poverty?  I 

•  We  (irovide  a  mentor  for  I 

every  (larticipant  I 

•  Bfole  study  is  provided  I 

•  Self-esteem  btdlding  P 

classes  and  parenting  E 

classes  are  offered  ■ 

•  Women  are  diallenged  to  I 

define  life  gbals  I 

•  Women  are  encouraged  I 

to  move  toward  diow  I 

goals  by  developing 

skills 

•  Job  training  is  furnished  diat 
wiU  prepare  women  for  the  job 
market 

•  Potential  employers  are 
identified 


Godwwliyoik’* 

I  Bob^Cadett, 
Buildings  Sfid  Grounds 


ministries  throughout  die  state. 

Village  Mart  acoejits  various 
donations  including  children's  and 
adult  clodiing,  nic-nacs,  dishes, 
and  furniture.  Even  used  cars  can 
be  donated  to  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village  to  eidier  use  in 
one  of  our  ministries  or  to  be  sold 
for  monies  to  (novide  bask  needs 
fm-  children.  All  donations  are 
received  on  The  India  Nunnery 
Camfius  on  Flag  Chapel  Road  in 
Jackson. 


Crisis  Services 

Emergency  Care  is  a  30-day 
crisis  care  program  intended  to 
meet  emergency  needs  of  children 
ages  4  to  18.  lids  (nogram 
includes  crisis  intervention 

offered  ^4i  tiadne4«9taff 

*tc^iiyirfpr  actg'tf  a  liaisoti  ^ 
betiMiite  file  child,  the  legal  -  - .  . 
guardiaiv  other  BCV  stafi,  and  tite 
sdiool  discerning  die  best'ffKMst 
of  tile  child  and  formulating>a<plan 
:  that  reflects  tiiat  interest. 

We  have  Emergency  Care 
facilities  cm  our  lii^  Nunnery 
Camfnis,  cnir  Farrow  Manor 
Can^nis  and  our  Reedy  Acres 
Can^nis.  We  have  the  capacity  to 
care  for  about  30  children  in  this 
program  at  cme  time.  These 
children  attend  public  schcwls  and 
Baptist  churches  in  the  commu¬ 
nity.  They  also  benefit  frcnn 
scheduled  time  witii  our  Chaplain. 


'this  mbtistry  was  the  day  I 
ariced  a  rfz-ycar  pld  boy 
Ae  proUag  qaartlMi,  ‘weU, 
who  do  yoa  have?’ and  be 
reqMNBded,  *I  have  you*.” 

K  Tiffeny  Parker,  Medical 
\  Case  Aid 


Christian  Women's 


£  r  Christian  Women's  Job  Corps 
was  founded  in  July,  19M  by  the 
Woman's  Missfopary  Union  of  the 
Soutiiem  Ba(>tist  Convention.  It  is 
a  ministry  (noject  tiut  (irovides  a 
Christian  context  for  women  in 
need  to  become  equi(>ped  for  life 
and  employment.  It  akKi  provides 
an  o(>portunity  for  missions 
through  which  women  help 
women. 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
now  houses  a  site  for  this  ministry 
to  women  on  our  India  Nunnery 
Campus.  While  this  BCV  site 
focuses  on  mentoring;  other 
educational  or  job  placement 
services  are  offered  to  women  in 


Village  Mart 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
strives  to  be  good  stewards  of 
our  resources.  One  way  we  are 
accomplishing  this  is  through  our 
tiirift  store —  Village  Mart,  kxated 
in  Cedar  Place  Shopping  Center  in 
Clinton.  Donors  supply  used  items 
to  be  sold  in  this  unique  boutique, 
and  proceeds  help  imdergird  our 


Month  of  Prayer  for 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 


Sunday  May  11  (Mother’s  Day)  —  Sunday,  June  15  (Father’s  Day) 


God  puts  together  many  individuals  as  puzzle  pieces  to  complete  His  work.  Such  is  true  ofBCV  staff  members  who  work  together  to  restore  the  lives  <ff  children  and  families  who  come 
bringing  their  broken  and  disassembled  lives.  Here  they  find  a  variety  of  people  which  God  has  gifted  and  appointed  for  this  time  to  help  heal  and  restore.  You  will  notice  that  this  calendar 
is  designed  to  run  from  Mother’s  Day  to  Father's  Day.  A  perfect  time  to  pray  for  and  emphasize  family.  Our  hope  is  that  you  will  use  this  as  an  opf^unity  to  spend  precious  time  ivith 
your  family  praying  for  our  family.  Pray  for  this  ministry  and  those  who  desperately  need  God's  wisdom  and  discernment  as  they  daily  give  their  lives  to  restoring  lost  puzzle  pieces  in 
the  lives  of  children  and  families. 


Secretaries  in 
BCV  offices 

The  Joy  C(f  the  Lard  is  your 
strength. 


Connsdors  who  work 
wUli  diUdren 

I  wiU  give  diem  a  heart  to 
know  me,  that  I  am  the  Lord. 

Psalm  32:8  will  return  to  me  with  all  their 
'  heart. 

Jeremiah  24:7 


Childcare  and 
Shift  Workers 

I  will  instruct  you  and  teach 
you  in  die  way  you  should  go; 


BCV  Independent 
Living  Program 

He  who  began  a  good  work  in 
you  win  carry  it  on  to 


Extended  and  BCV  Residentiai 

Emergency  Care  Famfly  Ministry 

So  is  my  word  that  goes  out  As  the  deer  pants  for  streams 

from  my  mouth:  It  will  not  of  water,  so  my  soul  pants  for 
retunfM^npftwty,'hid\ill  you.,0XlhA^  soil  firsts 

accodifniMyrmt  I  aestn  and  for  Odo,  raRv  Uvug'Crad. 
achieve  the  purpose  for  which  When  can  I  go  and  meet  with 

/  sent  it.  God? 

Isaiah  55:1!  Psalm  42:1-2 


Mothers  Day 

Keep  these  words  that  I  am 
commanding  you  today  in 
your  heart.  Recite  them  to 

them  Wnen  Vw  O'*  "  mme 
and  when  you  are  away,  when 
you  are  awake,  when  you  lie 
down  and  when  you  rise. 

Deuteronomy  6:6-7 

Rev.  Tbn  ChennauiL 
Chapiain  and 
Activities  Coordinator 

Let  us  not  grow  weary  in 
doing  good,  for  at  the  proper 
time  die  MLnap  a'taf^st  if 


PhUyrpians  1:6 


Recreatkmai  Staff 

AA,  Sovereign  Lord,  you  have 
made  die  heavens  and  die 
earth  by  your  great  power 
and  outstretched  arm. 


Henry  Giaze, 
Asdstant  Executive 
Director/Programs 

Arut  what  does  the  Lord 
require  of  you?  To  act  justly 
arid  tdJa/kejnercy  drif  9  walk 


Chip  Price, 
Central  MS  Area 
Director 

Whatever  you  do,  work  at  it 
with  all  your  heart,  as 

Colossians  3;2i 


JoAnn  Ginn, 
Executive  Assistant 

Whatever  is  true,  whatever  is 
nobeL  whatever  is  right, 
whatever  is  pure,  whatever  is 
Itrvelykwhateyer  is  adpiit 

ralM5i^i^^iZ3^ellent 

or  praiseworthy— think  idwut 
such  things. 

Philippians  4:8 


Rev.  Ronny 
Robindson,  Executive 
Director 

Therefore,  my  dear  brothers, 
stand  fintL  Let  nothing  move 

because  you  know  that  your 
labor  in  the  Lord  is  not  in 


Dr.  Randy  Cotton, 
Clinical  Director 

If  anyone  speaks,  he  should 
do  it  as  one  speaking  the  very 
wordsafGod.  If  anyone 
serves,  ha  dutuld  desit^dt 
die  slmi^^pl^s,  so 
that  in  all  things  God  may  be 
praised  through  Jesus  Christ. 
To  him  be  the  glory  and  the 
power  for  ever  and  ever. 

I  Peter4:ll 

Administrative  Staff 

I  know  that  you  can  do  all 
things;  no  plan  of  yours  can 
be  thwarted. 

Job  42:2 


Micah  6:8 


Galatians  6:9 


I  Corinthians  15:58 


Peggy  Ihylor,  Campus 
Life  Coordinator 

But  you  are  to  hold  fast  to  the 
Lord  your  God,  as  you  have 
until  now. 

.  .  Jothua,23: 8 


Chris  Hnff^  Unit 
Director,  India 
Nunnery  Campus 

Forget  the  former  things;  do 
not  dwell  on  the  past.  See,  I 
am  dtdnMMtw  thing! -How  it 
springripfdoj^.M>t  ■ 
perceive  it?  I  am  making  a 
way  in  the  desert  and  streams 
in  the  wasteland 

Isaiah  43;I8-I9 

Ed  Nixon,  North 
Mississippi  Area 
Administrator 

For  I  am  convinced  that 
neither  death  nor  life,  neither 
angels  nor  demons,  neither 
the  prexnt  nor  the  future,  nor 
otty  pofiiH  hbight 

nor  depth,  nor  anything  else 
in  all  creation,  will  be  able  to 
separate  us  firm  the  love  of 
God  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord 

Romans  8:38-39 

Chad  Sauls, 
Deanash  Campus 
Case  Manager 

He  will  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
fathers  to  their  children,  and 
theh^fd^chl^to 
their  fddkhf^elsdimi 
come  and  strike  the  land  with 
a  curse. 

Malachi  4:6 


Residential  Family 
Ministries 

“Then  you  will  call  upon  me 
and  come  and  pray  to  me, 
and  I  will  listen  to  you.  You 
will  seek  me  and  find  ate 
whenjM^i^  ^f^l 

your  heart.  I  will  be  found  by 
you,”  declares  die  Lord 

Jeremiah  29:12-I4a 


Maintenance  Staff 

Ctdl  to  me  and  I  will  answer 
you  and  tell  you  great  and 
unsearchable  things  you  do 
not  know. 

.  ,  JerejniiA  33:3 


Central  Supply 
Department 

I  lift  up  my  eyes  to  the  hills— 
where  does  my  help  come 
from?  My  help  comes  from 
the  Lqrdjhe  MakerofJreaven 


Accounting  and 
Financial 

Management  Staff 

Look  to  the  Lord  and  his 
strength;  seek  his  face 


'Psalm  121:1  -2 


Village  Mart  Staff 

“Let  him  who  boasts  boast 
about  this:  that  he  under¬ 
stands  and  knows  me,  that  I 
am  the  Lord  who  exercises 
kindness,  justice  and 
righteousness  on  earth,  for  in 

Jeremiah  9:24 


Tiffany  Parker, 
Medical  Case  Aid 

In  the  same  way,  the  Spirit 
helps  us  in  our  weakness.  We 
do  not  know  what  we  ought  to 
pray  for,  but  the  Spirit  himself 
mtercetUs  for  us  with  groans 
that  wnwliiSliM  ejqtMss. 

'  Romans  8:26 


Farrow  Manor 
Campus, 
Independence 

Joseph  named  his  firstborn 
Manasseh  and  said  “It  is 
because  God  has  made  me 
forget  aU  my  trouble  and  all 

myfatlkkJliS^l^hokiyThe 
second  son  he  named 
Ephraim  cmd  said,  “It  is 
because  God  has  made  me 
fruitful  in  the  land  of  my 
suffering.” 

Genesis  41 :5l-52 

Deanash  Campus, 
Wiggins 

Unless  the  Lord  builds  the 
house,  its  builders  labor  in 
vain.  Unless  the  Lord  watches 
over  die  citv  the  wmtchruen 


Alabel  Wiser,  Intake 
Social  Worker 

He  who  dwells  in  the  shelter 
of  the  Most  High  will  rest  in 
the  shadow  of  the  Almighty.  I 
will  say  of  the  Lord  “He  is 
my  refuge  and  my  fortress,  mi 


Holly  Bond,  Intake 
Counselor 

Have  I  not  commanded  you? 
Be  strong  and  courageous. 
Do  not  be  terrified;  do  not  be 
discouraged  for  the  Lord 
your  God  will  be  with  you 


Terry  Busby,  Unit 
Director,  India 
Nunnery  Campus 

But  for  you  who  revere  my 
name,  the  sun  rtf'  righteous¬ 
ness  will  rise  with  healing  in 
its  wings.  , 

TUnP*f4«rW4.2 


Reedy  Acres  Campus, 
Water  Valley 

“For  I  know  the  plans  I  have 
for  you,”  declares  the  Lord 
“plans  to  prosper  you  and  not 
to  harm  you.  plans  to  give 
you  h^JUnbl^tti^ 

Jeremiah  29:1  I 


Dickerson  Place 
Campus,  Brookhaven 

Even  youths  grow  tired  and 
weary  and  young  men 
stumble  and  fall;  but  those 
who  hope  io  Load  will 


Dona  Lovelace,  Reedy 
Acres  Campus 
Case  Mani^ger 

For  as  high  as  the  heavens 
are  above  the  earth,  so  great 
is  hisItrvefofthpscyvkoYear 
him:  iryar  acthe  edstisfhm 
the  west,  so  far  has  he 
removed  our  transgressions 
from  us. 

Psalm  103:11-12 


Joyce  ^^llson, 
Dickerson  Place 
Campus  Unit  Director 

When  you  pass  through  the 
waters,  I  will  be  with  you; 

the  rivM,  rnhyivill  noMweep 
over  you.  When  you  walk 
through  the  fire,  you  will  not 
be  burned;  the  flames  will  not 
set  you  ablate. 

Isaiah  43:2 


Dot  Nixon,  Farrow 
Manor  Chmpus 
Case  Manager 

The  Lord  is  the  everlasting 
God  the  Creator  of  the  ends 
of  the  efartA  Wf  grow 

tired  oeMuy!  and  mr 
understanding  no  one  can 
fathom.  He  gives  strength  to 
the  weary  and  increases  the 
power  of  the  weak. 

Isaiah  40:28-29 


Tver  die  ctp^  the  waschmei 
itanc^pUmiAjvain.1 


will  soar  on  wings  like 
eagles;  they  will  tun  and  not 
grow  weary,  they  will  walk 
and  not  be  faint. 

Isaiah  40:30-31 


Psalm  127:1 


Father’s  Day 

Choose  for  yourselves  this 
day  whom  y^  will  serve . . . 
ButagJbiSnkiindn^'  ) 
household,  we  will  serve  the 
Lord. 

Joshua  24:15 


Preschool  Students  of  Hillcrest  Church,  Byratn 


Corbett,  McDaniel,  Lewis,^  and  Lundy 


Elementary  Students  of  Hillcrest  Church,  Byram 


BAPTISTS 


9mm 


Kristi  &  Mark  King  and  Eddie  Parker,  pastor  Whitman 

Wallace  "^ir 

First  Church  Oloh,  Sumrall,  Lewis  was  ordained  to  trohnin- 
ordained  Mark  King  into  the  ishy  at  North  Winona  Church, 
ministry  on  March  2.  King  has  Winona,  on  April  6.  Pictured 


www.mbcb.org 


been  called  as 
pastor  of  West 
^lem  Church, 
Richton.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  his 
wife  Kristi  and 
Kin^  and  Eddie 
Parker,  pastor. 

P  r  i  c  e  V  i  1 1  e 
Church,  Tupelo, 
licensed  Laytan 
Procell  to  the 
ministry  on 
March  Procell 
serves  as  minister 
of  youth  at 
Priceville  and 

Ks  to  attend 
Mountain 
College  this  fall. 
Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Procell 
and  Tim  Tutor, 
pastor. 


(from  left)  are  Barry  C.  Coibett, 
pastor  of  First  Church, 
Kosciusko;  Ed  McDaniel,  pastor 
of  North  V^ona  Church;  Lewis, 
and  Jerry  Lundy,  pastor  of 
Harmony  Church,  Louisville. 


auisville. 


Hillcrest  Church,  Byram, 
held  their  preschool  and  chil¬ 
dren's  Easter  ParW  on  April  12. 
The  children  hadf  their  picture 
made  with  the  Easter  Bunny  and 
hunted  eggs. 
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Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare  Suppiement  or 
Prescription  Drugs?  if  yes,  Caii  Today! 


•  Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65 . New  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 

•  Medicare  Supplement  Age  65-99 

New  Low  Rate  Non-smoker  plan 
Save  up  to  50%  on  your  Medicare 
Supplement.. .Call  and  ask  about 
our  Low  Non-Smoker  Rates  Today! 

j  •  New  Prescription  Plan  For  Seniors 

I  Call  today  for  free  information! 


Call  today  for  free  information; 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

P.O.  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

or  cfi^tolMree: 

1-8(XMtlM)-2305 


Agents  needed: 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including 
limitations  and  extiusions  call  today. 

Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 


Procell  and  Tutor 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  CCXUMBUS, 

Miss.,  is  currently  occeplinK  resumes  (or  the 
position  of  Interim  Director  o(  preschtxjl 
and  children's  ministries.  Please  mail 
resumes  to  P.O.  Box  829,  Columbus,  MS 
39703,  attn:  Robyn  Gaydon. 

SLAYDCN  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Slaydt'n, 
Miss.,  (Marshall  Association)  is  seeking  an 
interim  music/worship  leader.  Please  con¬ 
tact  the  church  office  at  (662)  252-4.S59. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OLOH;  Full 
time  minister  of  youth  and  education.  Send 
resume  with  photrr  to  Personnel 
Committee,  First  Baptist  Church  of  Okih,  36 
Oloh  Church  Ro.id,  Sumrall,  MS  39482. 
FREDONIA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  NEW 
Albany,  Miss.,  is  searc  hing  for  a  minister  of 
music.  Please  mail  resume  to  1616  CR  86, 
New  Alharty,  MS  386S2  or  errwiil  Bro.  Mike 
Malhena  at  mike2@datalane.net. 


Buckley,  music;  Mark  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Sonny  Adkins, 
McArthur,  pastor.  Mississippi  Baf^t  Convention 

Board,  evangelist;  Doug 
Puckett,  Puckett:  April  27;  Warren,  pastor,  music, 
service,  11  a.m.;  diimer  served; 

Sam  Burton,  speaking.  Montkdlo,  Nfontkdkc  April 

27-30;  Sunday,  11  ajn.  and  6pjn.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  6*30  pjn.;  Jon 
Daniels,  Jim  SuKldix,  Gteg 
Wamock,  Ron  Mumbower, 
Aigile  ^nith,  nieadiii^  Jen  and 
Suzanne  Rusning,  Anao^  Ga., 
music;  Jon  E>ani£,  pastoc 

White  Oak  Community,  music; 

Grant  McElveen,  pastor.  Clifton,  Forest:  May  4; 

Simdav  Sdhool,  9:45  a  jn.;  wot- 
Morrison  Heights,  Qinton:  ship,  lO:^  a.m.;  homecoming 
May  4;  woidiip,  9  and  1030  am.;  and  note  burning;  Billy  Hteniy, 
Paid  In  Full  COTcert,  6  pm;  Fred  preaching;  Elmer  Ash,  pastor; 
Wolfe,  interim  pastor,  preaching;  bring  a  covered  dish. 

Paid  In  Full,  New  Al^y,  music. 

Shiloh,  Vaiden:  May  25; 
Shiloh.  Vaiden:  May  30-  worship,  11  a.m.;  limch  will 


Neshoba,  Union:  April  27-  evangelist;  J.  B.  Hays,  pastor. 
May  2;  Sunday,  11  am.  and  7 

p.m;  Mcm-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Dennis  Salem,  Preston:  May  4;  10:30 
Duvall,  evangelist;  St^e  and  am  and  dinner  on  the  groimds; 
Becky  Carver,  music;  Johnny  paper  gcxxls  will  be  provided; 
Collins,  pastor.  jeny  Jones,  preaching. 

Ncxtti  CedumbU^  Columbia:  Bethsaida,  Philadelphia: 

April  27-30;  Sunday,  1030  am  April  27;  worship,  10:30  a.m.; 
and  6  pm;  Mcm-li^.,  7  pm;  dmner  on  the  groimds;  singing. 
Dean  Registei;  preaching;  Brad  1:30  p.m. 

Day,  mu£;  Mike  Greniv  pastcH: 


Puckett,  Pucketb  May  4-7; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  dinner  follow¬ 
ing,  and  6:45  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Danny  Moss,  Mt. 
Moriah  Church,  Bogue  Chitto, 
Spring  Creek,  Philadelphia:  evangeUst;  ^  ShelUe  Overby, 
First,  Sumrall:  April  27-30;  AprS  2^30;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 

Sunday  10  am  and  6  pm.;  and  6  pm.;  Mon.-W(M.,  7  p.m.; 

Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Don  Kara  Blackard,  evangelist; 

Ledbetter,  Brooks,  Ga.,  evange-  Ronald  Fulton,  music;  Wayne 
list;  Memroe  McManus,  music;  King,  pastor. 

Gleim  Davis,  pastor. 

Goss,  Columbia:  April  27; 

First,  Ihtwilen  May  4-7;  worship,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  the  grounds;  afternoon 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Champ  singing  with  Hosaima,  1  p.m.; 

Thomas  Jr.,  Bartlett,  Term.,  Glen  Nelson,  speaking;  Tim 


Kl  \  1\  \1  &  H()\ll  (  (IMINC  . 


Bai’iisi  Coiiu.i  &Si\ii\\in  Niws 


McCnllou^ 


Associataon  hdd 
teoendy  in  Jackscav 
Members  of  the 
award  winning  news¬ 
paper  sb^  are  Rachri 
Gecxge,  Mcstoii;  Henry  Jefifieiscxi, 
Shdby;  Tessa  Quave,  Carriere; 
^khefl  Smith,  "thzoo  Qty;  Bredc 
StafJeton,  SuntraD;  Stodsjull 
WSayne^wfo;  Emify  W^, 
Morton;  Kaine  Tatum,  Magee; 
Ke^  Marshall,  Hattiesburg; 
Chris  Moser;  Meii^)his,  Term; 
Ann  Brinkman,  Hattiesburg;  Alan 
Burchfield,  Cbhimbus;  Lindsay 
Henderson,  EDisville;  Cathy 
MkkUeton,  Hattiesburg;  and 
Andrew  Dale,  Gulfport. 


HUMPTTIo 


•  Lr  I  ^ 


Building  the  Kingdom  of  God 


6,  2003  ♦  10:30  a.m.  -  2:3oy>.m.  ♦  (First  Cfiurcd  ♦  (Biloxi,  (Mississ^pi 

$15  per  person,  registration  required  before  April  30, 2003. 

For  more  infexmation,  c;all  (228)  832-4311;  e-mail  gcba@cableone.iiet;  or  write 
Gulf  Coast  B^itist  Associi^on  •  P.O.  Box  2369  •  Gulfjxxt,  MS  39505 


the  Baphst  RaaiBD- 


AnaL24,20a3 


information  in  The  Baptist  war.  When  these  pecmle 
Record,  not  for  bragging  pur-  protest  die  way  they  do,  mey 
poses  but  to  mayTC  start  a  are  slapping  in  the  face 
long  line  of  people  praying  for  America,  the  President,  the 
the  President.  We  want  your  soldiers,  their  families,  and 
readers  to  know  what  a  small  the  victims  of  September  11. 
association  can  do  for  our  Instead  of  protesting,  they 
President.  should  be  on  tneir  knees  pray- 

If  anycme  needs  more  infor-  ing  for  all  the  soldiers  fi^tin^ 
mation,  please  call  me  at  (601)  in  Iraq  for  us  and  for  the  Iraqi 
743-4524.  people  who  want  to  be  free  of 

Gwen  Clifton,  Adm.  Asst.  Saddam  Hussein  and  his 
Kemper  Association  regime.  They  should  also 

DeKalb  thank  God  for  a  good, 

Christian  President. 

To  all  the  countries  con- 
PROTESTS  NO  GOOD  demning  the  U.S.  and  the 

U.K.  for  this  war,  I  say  this: 
Editor:  One  day  someone  like 

When  I  sit  and  watch  the  Saddam  Hussein  is  going  to 
news  and  hear  that  American  come  in  and  take  contrm  of 
We^  at  Kemper  Association  and  British  solders  have  died  your  country.  Then  you're 

you  or  been  taken  prisoner  in  Iraq,  going  to  be  on  your  knees 
it  saddens  me  because  the  pravmg  for  help.  You're  going 
next  thing  you  see  are  people  to  look  up  and  see  an  eagle 
protesting  the  war  in  the  U.S.  flying  hi^  and  proud  with 
and  around  the  world.  In  my  U.S.  and  British  flags  clutched 
opinion,  the  protesters  are  not  in  its  claws, 
ying  for  him.  We  doing  anyone  any  good  —  Instead  of  protesting,  we  all 
iree  letters  to  him  especially  the  families  of  the  need  to  be  praying. 

Jackie  Kyzar 
Lena 


Lynn  P.  Cla5rton  (Health  insur-  Next  week  we  go  again  to 
ance  and  our  churches).  He  the  doctor,  and  the  bill  grows, 
shared  how  his  insurance  I  don't  know  where  ft  will 
paid  the  bill  for  his  stay  in  the  end.  My  prospects  of  having  a 
hospital  and  pointed  to  the  church  tnat  provides  health 
need  for  all  churches  to  pro-  insurance  at  our  age  is  most 
vide  health  insurance  for  tneir  unlikely.  Pray  for  us!  Please 
ministers.  As  a  pastor,  I  want  withhold  my  name,  for  I 
to  share  from  tne  standpoint  would  not  want  any  disfavor 
of  havii^  no  insurance.  to  fall  on  the  church  or  myself. 

My  wife  had  an  infection  Name  withheld  by  request 
diat  set  up  blood  poisoning. 

Sie  was  admitted  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  on  Monday  night  and  SUPPORT  PRESIDENT 
discharged  on  Saturday  mom-  i 

ing.  We  got  the  hospital  bill  in  Editor: 
the  mail  today,  tor  almost  We  at  Kemper  Association 
$14,000  (thus  far).  in  DeKalb  would  like  for  you 

folks,  I  have  been  a  pastor  to  know  that  we  have  been 
for  27  years.  Most  of  the  time  sending  the  President  of  the 
the  diurches  I  pastored  have  Unitea  States  letters  to 
provided  less  than  we  needed  encourage  him  and  let  him 
to  live  —  full  time  on  half-  know  that  we  as  an  associa- 
salary.  They  never  offered  tion  are  p 
healtn  insurance.  Mostly  they  have  sent 

gve  a  lump  sum  salary  and  we  since  October  2002.  soldiers '  who  are  dying  or 

d  to  live  (HI  it.  I  have  been  We  would  like  to  print  this  being  held  as  prisoners  of 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  nurriber 
hr  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  widfhekl 
at  writer's  request  md  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Book  offers  wisdom,  guidance  for  troubled  times 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  The  immediate  impeti^  for  Adrian  Rogers,  Larry  Burkett,  not-so-famous,  who  like  Ferre 

For  Carlos  Ferrer,  the  television  the  book  was  the  Iraq  crisis  and  Charles  Colson,  Gary  Smalley,  have  a  story  to  share  of  God'i 

coverage  of  war  in  Iraq  was  fears  of  terrorist  attacks,  said  and  Rick  Warren  —  and  the  incredible  provision. 

eiKMigh  to  pmnpt  ni^tmares  of  Mary  Branson,  NAMB's  direc-  "We  didn't  sit  down  to  sa\ 

his  own  diudhood  in  Cuba:  foar-  tor  of  marketing  and  editor  of  'Let's  represent  everybod} 

ing  die  gunfire  of  revolution,  see-  the  book,  but  the  topics  cover  evenly,'  but  when  this  cam( 


Please  irxlude  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists' letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


IN  TROUBLED  TIMES 


March  1  when  her  friend  and 
fellow  (Southern  Baptist)  mis¬ 
sionary  (Bill  Hyde)  was  killed 
in  a  terrorist  attack." 

Know  Peace  in  Troubled 
Times  is  available  through 
LifeWay  Christian  Stores  and 
other  bookstores,  as  well  as 
through  NAMB  at 
www.namb.net/ catalog  or  by 
calling  (866)  407-NAMB. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  witti  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


rHOMSkS  ANI'  U.'IIMONIIS  kfOM 
rOPAY  >  ItAPCHS  INill'PiNt 


sK^  «i  4^  i«r  ;  4ap>  •unBirr 
<7fvrs  v'URTD  V  tur**  w  I'll  AS!  14  coi>4.m 
iiRiiv  •  oAvit>  olfvra 

^  V  r  r  f  M-.|iat.t  *  *1 

CAST  MAI t IV  •  au  *  - 1  V  w  4rr»  I* 


Through  June  30,  individu¬ 
als  who  order  by  telephone  can 
request  a  free  copy  of  die  book 
to  oe  sent  to  a  Southern  Baptist 
chaplain  for  use  in  their  min¬ 
istry  at  no  additional  charge. 


CHUKH  PEW  UfHOlSTERY,  FREE  LEESVILLE  -  HRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH: 

man,  Full-time  youth  and  recreatKXi  minister.  BEVERLY  S  TOURS  A  TRAVEL. 

Send  resumes  with  photo  to:  Youth  f^stor  Christian  tours  originating  in 
self-  Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church  of  Starkville,  Miss.  For  brochures  call 
ealth  Leesville  P.O  Box  1563, 1400  Nolan  Trace,  Beverly  Rives  at  (662)  465-8805. 

_  Leesville,  LA  71446;  or  email  BEACHSIDE  VACATION  CONDOS.  All 

_ _ _ TOM  ftx:leesviileOwnonline.neL  _  sizes.  www.CuHShoresCondos.com.  Spring 

church  windows,  reworking  and  repair,  kEICH  BED,  BRAND  NEW  IN  BOX.  SBl  special.  2  night  weekend  $130.  4  week- 

CnhimlwnAarkson.  (877)  477-1899.  $299.  Call  (601 )  209^72. _  nights  $190.  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults,  2  kids) 

MSIOtS^  TEAOfB^  CHURCH  STAFF.  BEDROOM  SEI,  BRAND  NEW  IN  BC^  good  thni  5/22/03.  Call  (205)  554-1 524. _ 

Quality  Health  Insurance.  Call  today  for  a  bed,  dresser,  mirror,  chest  and  nightstartd.  LOWK  YOUR  PHONE  BILL.  BLBSH> 

fcee  quote.  Quentin  E.  Adams  (601)  594-  Sell  $599.  Call  (601 )  209-0872.  _  Hope  has  4.9  cents^linute,  (2V7),  no  lees, 

5676.auentlnadafns350hotmail.com.  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS,  MERID-  no  fine  print  and  250,000  happy  custo^. 
A  BRAIW  NEW  QUEEN  Orthopedic  |AN.  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair.  Fax  Toll  free  (866)  587-8346  or  into  at 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic  w/warr.,  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or  call  www.covenantphorreservice.com.  Home 
sell  $119.  Call  (601)  209-0872.  (800)  368-2705. _ 

A  QUEEN  MATTRESi  SET,  pillow-top,  NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  PASTOR:  SOUTH  R«BUCK  BAPTIST 
NEW  in  plastic.  Sell  $175.  Call  (601)  inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church  (Druich  (SREO,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  cur- 
209-0872  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor-  rendy  seeking  a  pastor  to  minisler  to  our 

A  BRAND  NtW  KINQ  Qrthop^  mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  existing  congregatioo  and  to  reach  n^ 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic,  only  (662)  455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  beis  of  an  increasrn^  diverse  "«««»- 
Clftq  r^ll  (MU)  709.0872.  Stone  Avenue.  Greenwood,  MS  3893().  hood.  Cunert  membership  ‘♦50. 

YWE5rSAlJB>«iAH^Cri0ROnsliting  SOUTHBIN  BAPTIST  EVANCaiST  avail-  Send  resume  to:Mr.  Leonard  Bass,  chair- 
...  —I - .1..^.  .hielnr  revivals,  crusades,  and  conferences,  man,  ftstor  Search  Committee,  South 


(601)  776-6617 


Southeastern  Bus  Sales 

Mississippi's  In-State  source  for  Buses  arxl  Vans 


Eldorado 
Storcroft 
Turtle  Top 
Used  Bus^ 


Business  done  the  ‘Riteway*  for  over  16  yeors! 
5483  1-55  South  Jackson,  MS  39272 


The  BAPnsr  Rkoro 


April  24, 2003 
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Willey  marks  65  years  of  service  to  chxirch 


SANDHILL,  Miss.  (Special)  —  More  than 
I,  \^la  M( 


six^-hye  years  ago, 


Morgan  of  Star 
took  the  '(^portunity  to  become  music 
teacher  at  Pisgah  School  in  nor^  Rankin 
Coimty.  Her  mother  tenned  Pisgah  a  "iump- 
ing-ofr  place,"  but  her  brother  took  ner  to 
Jaacson  where  she  caught  die  train  going  to 
the  Koch  community  near  the  schom. 

Morgan  settled  in  and  moved  her 
church  membership  right  away  to  Mt. 
Pisgah  Church  —  the  beginning  of  65  years 
of  continuing  service  to  God  as  musician 
for  the  churcn,  which  was  founded  in  1831 
and  is  the  oldest  Baptist  church  in  the 
county.  She  soon  became  a  fixture  at  the 
sanctuary  keyboard,  even  if  the  old  piano 
had  to  be  propped  up  and  leveled  with 
bricks  and  many  of  the  keys  were  stuck. 

Morgan  married  George  Alvin  Willey  Jr. 
on  May  18,  1940.  The  newlyweds  made 
their  home  on  the  Willey  family  farm  near 
Red  Oak,  just  east  of  Pisgah.  The  Willeys 
would  attend  his  church,  liesburg  Churcn, 
two  Sundays  a  month  when  services  were 
held  there,  and  then  attend  Mt.  Pisgah 
Church  the  remaining  Sundays.  He  later 


moved 'his  membership  to  Mt.  Pisgah 
Church  where  he  was  a  faithful  member 
until  his  death  in  1976. 

Viola  Morgan  Willey  turned  90  years 
of  age  in  September  2002,  still  serving 
Mt.  Pisgah  Church  as  organist  for  count¬ 
less  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  revivals, 
funerals,  weddings,  and  church  services. 
Many  children  in  the  community  were 
taugnt  to  play  the  piano  by  Willey.  Many 
more  children  developed  a  love  for 
music  under  her  tutelage  at  the  school, 
from  which  she  retired  in  1976. 

Today  diere  is  a  fifth  generation  of  one 
family  —  and  fourth  generations  of  several 
other  families  —  who  continue  to  hear  the 
sweet,  magical  sounds  produced  by 
Willey's  fiireers  in  tribute  and  service  to  her 
Lord  each  Smday  at  Mt.  Pisgah  Church. 

The  people  of  the  community,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Mt.  Pisgah  Church,  ana  her  family 
have  truly  been  blessed  to  have  had  God's 
servant  among  them  for  so  many  years, 
and  they  all  hope  there  will  be  many  more 
years  with  her.  Glo^  be  to  God  for  the  life 
of  Viola  Morgan  Willey. 


WUley 


SWBTS 


PATTERSON  TO  SWBTS?  — 
Questions  are  swirling  around 
F^ige  Patterson,  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.,  as  a  possible  suc¬ 
cessor  for  Ken  Hemphill,  who 
announced  his  retirement  on 
April  8  from  the  presidency  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft. 
Worth.  (BP  photo) 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (ABP) 
—  Could  Paige  Patterson  be  the 
next  president  of  Soutiiwestem 
Seminary  (SWBTS)  in  Ft.  Wordi? 
Since  the  abrupt  "early  retire¬ 
ment"  announcement  *  of 
Southwestern 
President  Ken 
Hemphill  on  April 
8,  speculation  nas 
run  rampant  in 
both  Texas  and 
North  Carolina 
ttiat  Patterson,  the 
president  of 
Southeastern 
Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C., 
might  return 
home  to  Texas  for 
the  top  post  at  the 
largest  seminary 
in  feuthem  Bap- . 
tist  Convention 
(SBC). 

Speculation  is 
so  strong  that  one 
of  Soutneastem’s 
trustees  asked 
Patterson  about  it 
during  the  semi¬ 
nary's  board 
meeting  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.,  on 
April  14. 

Patterson's  cau¬ 
tious  response 
won't  quell  many 
rumors:  "1  have  not  been 
approached  by  anyone  on  the 
[search]  committee  at  all  about 
it."  He  later  added:  "1  would  be 
the  most  surprised  man  in  the 
world,  from  several  aspects,  if 
that  should  happen." 

Southwestern's  presidential 
search  committee  had  been 
appointed  just  one  week  earli¬ 
er,  when  Hemphill  announced 
he  was  moving  to  a  newly- 
created  position  in  Nashville 
as  national  strategist  for  the 
SBC's  Empowering  Kingdom 
Growth  initiative. 

In  announcing  Hemphill's 
Nashville  job,  the  seminary 
said  April  8  he  would  be  "joint¬ 
ly  employed"  by  the  SBC 


Executive  Committee  «md 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources. 
However,  seminary  trustee 
chairman  David  Allen  con¬ 
firmed  April  16  that  Hemphill's 
sala^  will  be  paid  by 
Soumwestem  for  a  year  after  hie 
leaves  the  seminary. 

Hemphill  served  a  short 
interim  pastorate  in  2002  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  which  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  replacement  for  retired 
former  pastor  Frank  Pollard. 

The  most  conservative  seg¬ 
ment  of  Southwestenvs 
trustees  has  criticized  Hemphill 
for  not  cleaning  house  at 
Southwestern  ana  for  allowing 
too  much  leeway  for  non-fun¬ 
damentalist  faculty  members  to 
stay  on.  Sources  in  both  Fort 
Worth  and  North  Carolina  said 
Hemphill  was  called  to  a  meet¬ 
ing  a  few  years  ago  in  North 
Carolina  in  which  ne  was  told 
either  to  resign  or  be  fired,  then 
given  time  to  find  another  job. 

Those  accounts  correspond 
loosely  with  Patterson's  com¬ 
ments  to  his  trustees  April  14. 
He  said  Hemphill  shared  with 
him  about  three  years  ago 
that  he  was  considering  a 
career  change  because,  in 
Patterson's  words,  "he  still 
had  a  heart  for  the  pastorate." 
Patterson  further  explained 
that  Hemphill  contacted  him 
and  some  other  friends  sever¬ 
al  weeks  ago  to  let  them  know 
he  could  be  available. 

Shortly  afterward,  SBC 
Executive  Committee  president 
Morris  Chapman  invited 
Hemphill  to  become  the  nation¬ 
al  strategist  for  Empowering 
Kingdom  Growth,  a  new  initia¬ 
tive  intended  to  promote 
church  health  and  growth. 

Allen  flatly  denied  assertions 
foat  Hemphill's  departure  was 
coerced,  however.  "That's  patent¬ 
ly  false,"  he  said  in  an  interview. 
'1  was  on  the  board  when  he  was 
brought  in...  and  I  served  on  foe 
boara  while  he  has  been  presi¬ 
dent  I  can  tell  you  uneauivocal- 
ly  foat  he  was  not  foicea  out" 


For  his  part,  Hemphill  has 
kept  a  low  profile  and  down¬ 
played  talk  of  his  departure 
oeing  forced,  even  though 
those  close  to  him  report  he  and 
his  wife  Paula  nave  been 
deroly  hurt  by  the  ordeal. 

"nie  day  he  «innounced  he 
was  leaving,  talk  of  "God's  will" 
permeatecl  the  statements  of 
Doth  Her^hill  and  seminary 
trustees,  "njr  several  years,  we 
have  been  praying  aoout  our 
gifts,  about  now  we  could  best 
advance  the  kingdom  of  God,” 


Hemphill  tearfully  told  stu¬ 
dents,  faculty  and  staff  in  a 
pack^  chapel  service. 

Terms  ofHemphill's  financial 
compensation  from  the  semi¬ 
nary  were  not  disclosed. 
Trustees  met  in  executive  session 
April  8  to  iron  out  those  details. 
Allen,  a  professor  at  Criswell 
College  in  Deillas  and  pastor  of 
MacArthur  Boulevardi  Church 
in  Irving,  confirmed  Hemphill 
will  be  paid  by  foe  seminary 
through  July  31,  2004,  when  his 
retirement  goes  into  effect. 


EMOTIONAL  FAREWELL  —  Southwestern  Seminary  President 
Ken  Hemphill  reads  from  a  prepared  text  on  April  8  as  he 
announces  his  retirement  from  the  seminary  presidency.  Hemphill 
made  the  emotional  announcement  before  a  packed  chapel  service 
on  the  seminary's  Ft.  Worth  campus.  (BP  photo) 
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Family  Bible  Study 

The  Bread  of  Life 

John  6:5-13, 24-27, 32-35 
By  Lori  Qendiiining  our  Bread  of 


and  deed  duit  He  is  the  aware  that  they  had  a  dire  situ-  vide  for  them.  The  pnwailing 
true  Source  and  ation  on  their  hands.  Andrew,  secular  mindst't  sirs  no  con- 
Provider  of  life.  who  had  been  a  disciple  of  John  nection  betwei>n  faith  in  ji>sus 

First,  he  approached  the  Baptist,  and  who  had  seen  and  provision  of  life's  daily 
Philip,  a  native  of  Jesus  neal  the  lame  man  in  needs,  particularly  physical 
Bethsaida,  about  the  Jerusalem,  stepped  forward  needs  .In  the  bibUcal  world- 
possibilitiM  of  procur-  with  a  young  laa  whose  lunch  view,  Jesus  is  able  and  willing 
tngfoodfbrdvenungry  became  die  genesis  of  the  to  provide  all  that  people  need 
crowd.  Jesus  knew  crowd's  feast.  Although  the  in  life.  He  is  the  source  and 
how  He  would  provide  boy's  lunch  was  little  more  than  provider  of  people's  greatest 
the  food,  but  He  want-  a  ruuidful  of  Ash  and  barley  need;  eternal  life, 
ed  to  test  the  faidi  of  loaves,  the  cheap  meal  of  com-  Yet,  even  though  they  had 
dples.  Phil^  correctly  mon  people,  lesus  denned  it  seen  it,  touched  it,  and  tasted 
hat  dieir  funds  of  two  wordiy  enou^  to  be  blessed.  it,  the  crowd  could  not  look 
d  denarii  would’  not  He  took  tne  meager  fare,  beyond  the  miracle's  external 
e  enouj^  food  for  sudi  blessed  it,  and  sent  rorth  His  aspect.  Although  sated  with 
vd.  Wycliffe's  Bible  disciples  to  witness  the  mira-  Jesus'  miraculous  food,  they 
ntary  records  a  denar-  cle  as  they  walked  among  the  could  not  comprehend  Him 
lal  to  a  l^xxrer's  daily  prople  to  share  Jesus'  offering  as  the  Bread  of  Life.  Available 
ras  wmlh  about  twenty  with  them.  Over  5,000  men  to  them  as  spiritual  nourish- 
cente.  A  laborer  widi  an  aver-  and  uncounted  women  and  ment,  it  was  voluntarily  given 
age-size  fomily  of  five  probably  children  were  fed  that  day.  by  the  only  one  who  could 
spent  half  his  daily  income  for  What  a  tremendous  lesson!  sustain  them  eternally.  Like 
food,  thus  a  whole  denarius  For  whatever  we  give  willing-  bread  dough,  Jesus  was 
would  have  provided  two  ly  and  humbly  to  God  can  punched  down,  yet  rose  up  to 
daW  worth  of  rations.  ultimately  meet  the  needs  of  oe  an  aromatic  offering  of 

Based  on  those  figures,  the  thousands  of  people.  sustenance.  For  those  who 

disciples'  treastuy  was  about  Sadly,  the  converse  is  also  partake  of  this  Bread  of  Life, 
to  be  wiped  out  and  an  true:  Whatever  we  selfishly  spiritual  hunger  will  be  abol- 
incredible  amount  of  time  withhold  from  God  can  hold  ished  forever.  Oh,  may  we  all 
was  about  to  be  used  up  in  an  back  blessings  upon  countless  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord, 
attempt  Bethsaida  and  back  people.  Faced  with  challenging  our  Bread  of  Life,  is  good! 

with  enough  food  for  the  situations,  some  Christians  faP  - 

thousands  who  had  gathered,  ter  in  their  confidence  that  Clendinninv  is  member  of  Finl 

He  chose  to  teach  by  word  The  disciples  were  keenly  Jesus  is  able  and  willing  to  pro-  Church,  Branaim. 


caUy  Asherah.  Maacah  ment  that  Asa  had  for  the  Lord,  from  the  north  w 

haa  erected  a  phallic  He  brought  into  the  temple  been  stopped.  This 

symbol  (Asherah  pole)  treasury  wealth  that  had  been  nificant 

which  was  repulsive  to  dedicate  to  the  work  of  the  Asa  had 

the  people  of  God.  Asa  Lord. 

had  the  pole  removed  helped  undenvrite  the  pro- 

into  die  kidron  Valley  nams  of  the  temple  for  wor-  difficult 

and  burned.  ship,  upkeep,  ancf  for  helping  not  shiel 

fri  n  Chronides  14:2-  the pooc  A  strong  commitment  i — ! 

15:19,  we  are  told  that  Asa  to  the  Lord  is  not  forgotten  nor 

also  repaired  the  bronze  overlooked  by  the  Lord  nor  our 

****  altar  for  wotsh^  at  the  fellow  mart 
tem{^.  The  altar  may  have  need-  Significant  Problem  (I 

ed  some  repairs  or  it  just  may  Kinu  15:  16-17).  Although 
have  needed  to  be  deansed  from  Judw  had  er^oyed  peace  dur- 
unckean  sacrifices  that  had  been  ing  dw  first  ten  years  of  Asa's 
ofiered  there,  fai  any  case  %ve  re^n,  there  had  been  a  state  of  s^ght 
don't  know  for  sure.  We  are  told  hostilities  between  the  two  king  of  Aram  (I 
that  Asa  took  the  time  and  neces-  kingdoms  of  north  and  south,  even  used  the  i 

sazy  money  to  make  the  altar  pie-  Finafiy,  Baasha  made  a  daring  and  silver  in 

sentable  for  worship.  attack  on  Judah  and  took  the  secure  E.. .  . . 

Verse  14  tells  us  that  even 
thcnigh  Asa  did  not  remove  the 

liigh  places*  that  he  remained  Ramah  was  a  very  strategic  dty 
coinmitted  to  the  Lord  all  of  his  which  Baasha  fortifiea. 
life.  In  fact,  out  of  the  fourteen  Elfoctively,  Baasha  had  cut  all 
kings  reported  in  I  Kings,  only  communications  and  travel 
Asa  ancf  hb  son  receive  such  a  L_: - - J - 1 


Explore  the  Bible 

Guard  Against  Bad  Solutions 

I  Kings  15: 9-21 

By  Harold  Simmons  Kings  15:  9-15).  Asa 

became  the  third 
Introduction:  Recently  I  was  king  of  Judah  after 
talking  to  a  friend  about  a  new  the  division  of  the 
movie  that  was  out.  He  had  kingdom.  His  reigii  was 
seen  the  movie  but  I  had  not  lengthy,  41  years.  The  first  tOT 
and  wan^  to  know  if  it  was  years  were  years  of  peace  in 
worth  my  time  and  money.  My  Judah,  During  those  early 
friend  said,  'Tlie  movie  started  years,  Asa  "ofid  what  was 
off  very  well  but  after  the  first  good  and  right  in^the  ey«  of 
forty  minutes  it  tx^an  to  drag  the  Lord  his  God"  (II  Chron. 
andf  went  from  baa  to  worse.^  14:2).  That  means  that  he 
As  I  read  the  scripture  passage  sou^t  to  keep  the  commands 
about  Asa  for  this  weet,  I  was  of  God  and  the  covenant  rela- 
reminded  of  what  my  friend  tionship  with  Him. 
said.  Asa's  reign  began  well  In  order  to  do  what  God 
and  then  degenerated.  Asa  wanted,  Asa  had  to  do  some 
began  with  a  strong  commit-  very  unpopular  things.  He  had 
ment  to  the  Lord,  but  some  sig-  to  expel  the  male  temple  prosti- 


oblem  with  which 
deal. 

The  gold  and  silver  Even  thcnigh  Asa  was  fully 

■  cennmitted  to  the  Lord  he  had 
problems.  Gcxl  does 
us  from  problems  ru) 
matter  how  daro  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  Him.  The  key  to  diffi- 
oveifooked  by  the  Lo^  nor  cnir  cult  situations  is  not  to  ask 

"why*  but  to  ask  Gcxl  for  His 
solutions.  Asa  did  not  do  this. 

Shifting  Focus  (I  Kinn  15: 
15-21).  Asa  shifted  his  clepen- 
dence  upon  God  to  nuui.  He 
assistance  from  the 
^ria)  and  Asa 
draicated  gold 
the  temple  to 
Ben-Hadad's  help, 
city  of  Rainah  which  was  only  Rather  than  seeking  Gcxl's 
four  miles  north  of  Jerusalem,  help,  Asa  turned  to  a  Long-time 

enemy.  This  action  earned  him 
the  condenuiation  'you  have 
done  a  femlish  thing  (II  Qiron 
16^1).  Anytime  we  ^  not  seek 
between  the  northern  and  the  God,  we  do  a  foolish  thing. 

southern  kmgdoms.  AH  trade  - ; - 

would  have  oeen  halted  and  Simmons  is  the  pastor  of 
the  Cfow  of  money  and  goods  Hebron  Church,  Cretuua. 


Pivotal  moment’  presented  in  war-tom  Iraq 


AMMAN,  Jordan  (BP)  —  As 
stability  returns  to  Iraq,  S^them 
Baptist  wwkers  are  gearing  up 
for  massive  rdief  projects  inside 
the  country  that  need  htm- 
dreds  of  vMunteers  to  staff. 


ignored,  said  John  Brady,  coordi¬ 
nator  of  Southern  Bapw  wcvk 
across  the  Middle  lEast  and 
norffvem  Africa.  "We  in  ffie 
diurdt  are  the  body  of  Christ,” 
Brady  said.  It  is  through  us  ffiat 


Jordan  near  fhe  Ira^  border. 
They  have  distributed  food, 
diapers,  and  other  supplies  to 
Suoanese,  Sonudis,  Egyptians, 
and  Palestinians  who  md  hos- 
tiliti«  in  Iraq. 

Jordaruan  officiab  have 
diaracterized  the  situation  at 
the  camp  as  "desperate." 

Impoverished  towns 

One  worker  even  managed 
to  visit  souffiem  Iraq  just  before 
ffie  war  began.  He  saw  impov¬ 
erished  towns  and  villages 
where  basic  systems  such  as 
electricity  and  water  supplies 
were  barely  working  even 
before  fighting  began  and 
heavily  oppressed  people 
struggled  to  survive. 

More  th|m  half  of  Iraq's 
people  depended  on  humani¬ 
tarian  aid  for  food  before  the 
war.  While  shops  had  food 
and  goods  for  sale,  few  Iraqis 
had  money  to  buy  anything, 
he  said. 

Since  the  war  began,  he 
said,  nearly  a  half  million 
Iraqis  have  fled  their  homes 
and  are  basically  refugees  in 
their  own  country.  "We  will 
not  be  trying  to  duplicate  the 
work  of  the  large  aid  agencies 
or  governments  that  will  be 
doing  relief  work  in  Iraq. 

"More  likely.  Southern 


DBSPBRATB  NEEDS 
"We  must  think  of  people 
groups  cut  off  from  ffte  outmde 
world,  fearful  of  ffieir  owngov- 
emment,"  Brady  said.  "Iney 
have  been  imprisoned  and 
oppressed,  and  oiey  demerate- 
ly  need  bo^  political  and  spiri¬ 
tual  freedom.^' 

River  water  is  contaminated 
and  salination  is  a  problem  in 
much  of  soufft»n  Iraq  —  and 
getting  clean  water  wm  be  one 
of  the  biggest  needs  people 
have,  ttie  worker  said.  Bumk^ 
and  tents  may  be  needed  more 
in  horthem  Iraq. 

"It  will  be  critical  for  our 
volunteers  to  set  up  micro 
projects  in  villages  to  both 
meet  needs  and  snow  people 
we  care  about  them,^  said 
Brian  Barlow,  a  Southern 
Baptist  worker  in  Jordan.  "A 


FEEDING  THE  HUNGRY  — 
As  the  war  winds  down  and  sta- 
bilt^  returns  to  the  battered 
nation  of  Iraq,  Southern  Baptist 
workers  are  pr^ring  for  mas¬ 
sive  relief  projects  inside  the 
country.  Workers  have  made 
plans  to  feed  as  many  as  10,000 
people  a  day  in  both  northern 
and  southern  Iraq,  and  meet 
other  needs  as  volunteers  and 
funds  become  available.  (BP 
photo  by  Mike  Creswell) 


Bibliocipher 

ByChitries  mu*. 
copyright  2003 


GPVA  BQ  HjNU  XTZAOVY 
GZOPZA  BV  Z  MVB- 
VBLVMVY  OPV  UJMY:  TAY 
BQ  EMTQVM  ITBV  ZA 
NAOj  OPW,  ZAOj  OPZAV 
PJUQ  OVBEUV. 

FJATP  OGJ:  HVSVA 
Clue:  E^P 

Have  futt  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Joel  1:5 


Workers  have  made  plans  to 
feed  hvingry  people  m  both 
norffiem  and  soumem  Iraq  — 
2uui  meet  other  needs  as  weO  — 
but  only  if  enough  volunteers 
and  funds  are  avauable. 

The  opportunity  for  Southern 
Bapt^  to  demonstrate  God's 
love  in  Irao  is  a  "pivotal  nunnent 
in  history  ffuit  must  not  be 


He  wants  to  work  in  diis  trou- 
»th  bled  part  of  ffie  worid. 

—  "Tnere  will  be  both  an 
urgency  and  an  opportunity 
innde  Iraq  after  foe  war,"  he 
added.  "This  will  be  a  narrow 
window  of  opportunity  and  we 
must  begin  getting  ready  now." 

Six  Southern  Baptist  workers 
have  already  set  up  one  of  foe 


water  or  other  assistance." 

Some  work  may  be  with 
Marsh  Arabs,  a  minority  group 
of  9uite  Muslims  in  soufoem 
Iraq.  If  that  happens,  it  would 
be  ^  group's  fmt  contact  with 
evangMical  Christians  on  a 
large  scale.  The  same  is  true  for 
foe  Kurds  in  norfoem  Iraq. 


or  provide  a  bail  field  and 
equipment  for  a  village. 

"We  rieed  to  establish 
long-term  programs  of  good 
he  said. 

Other  Southern  Baptist 
workers  familiar  with  Iraq 
agreed  that  almost  any  kina 
of  willing  evangelical  work¬ 
ers  will  M  needed  after  foe 
war.  Top-priority  needs  will 
include  all  sorts  of  medical 
and  dental  workers,  construc¬ 
tion  workers,  agricultural  and 
livestock  workers,  logistics 
workers  and  fish  farm 
experts,  Brady  said. 

Along  wifo  the  need  for 
workers,  Brady  said  there  will 
be  a  great  need  for  funds,  both 
for  humanitarian  projects  and 
literature,  cassettes  and  other 
materials.  He  urged  Soufoem 
Baptists  to  remember  needs  in 
Iraq  as  they  give  through  their 
churches  this  year. 


IMB's  Cashion  offers  advice  for  Iraq-bound  vols 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  service,  including. 

Soufoem  Baptists  vfoo  want  to  •  Pas^(M±  Processing  a  new 
h^  the  people  of  Iraq  recover  or  renewal  pasqxirt  request  gen- 
ffom  foe  war  should  start  getting  erally  takes  six  to  eight  weeks. 


ready  to  go,  an 
International 
Mission  Board 
(IMB)leader  says. 

^When  foe  doOT 
(mens  for  relief 
enbrts,  we  want 
everyone  to  be 
ready  to  go 
immediately," 
said  Bill  Cashkxv 
who  directs  the 
IMB's  volunteer 
mis8i<ms  efforts,  rm 

"but  there  are  lots 
of  details  to  take  care  of  ahead  of 
time,  ewxxially  if  you  have  never 
travded  overseas  before." 

A  list  of  all  those  details,  phis  a 
host  of  other  hdpful  ideas,  can  be 
found  on  th^  IMB's  website  at 
htto:/ /gocrtglmb.org/vim/mai 
n/defBult.a8p. 

From  ^ledfics  to  "big  pic¬ 
ture"  issues,  foe  site  has  useful 
inforauition  and  web  links  or\ 
everything  you  need  to  get 
ready  for  overseas  volimteer 


The  Bapitst  Rbcord- 


Winter  and  firing 
are  peak  times  for 
people  to  reciuest 
pasqxnts  because 
summer  is  peak 
travd  season, 
wifo  pasKiort 
processing  taldng 


eight  to  12  weeks. 
Allow  plenty  of 


Cashion 


time  for  your 
passport  to  be 
processed  so  that 

ion  .  you 

passport  back  sev¬ 
eral  months  before  you  leave  for 
yourpfoject 

•  visa:  Some  countries  require 
a  visa  in  order  to  enter  foie  coun¬ 
try.  Your  travel  agent  will  h^ 
you  acquire  a  visa  or  will  give 
you  furfoer  instructions  arout 
what  to  do  if  your  country  of  ser^ 
vice  requires  a  visa.  A  visa 
recjuires  dxxit  six  to  eight  weeks 
to  process,  so  plan  accordingly, 
especially  if  y(fo  have  to  app^^ 
for  or  renew  your  pas^xirt 


•  Travel:  Volimteers  are 
responsible  for  nuddng  foeir 
own  travel  arrangemerm.  You 
are  free  to  use  any  travel  agetKy 
that  you  End  help^.  The 
Intenuitional  Mission  Board  can 
put  you  in  contact  with  a  travel 
agent  ^merienced  in  workir^ 
wifo  IMB  volunteers. 

•  Immunizations:  The  cost  of 
immunizations  can  vary  widely. 
Shop  around  fra:  the  best  price 
on  immunizations.  County 
health  clinics  and  d(xix»B  you 
know  perB(xially  may  be  good 
coitions.  Specific  immunizanons 
required  and  recoiiunended  for 
your  country  of  service  are  listed 
on  foe  webate. 

»  •  Insurance:  All  volunteers 
inv(fored  in  an  IMB  vcfomteer 
project  are  required  to  purchase 
msuranoe  at  foeir  own  esqiense. 
The  board  has  an  official  carrier 
foat  provides  low-cost  medical, 
accidental  death,  medical  evacu¬ 
ation,  disability  and  many  ofoer 
benefits.  For  more  information, 
visit  wwwaainfocom. 

•  Crosa<ultural  training: 
Serving  in  another  culture  pre¬ 
sents  certain  challenges  to  foe 


♦ 


volimteer  In  cooperation  wifo 
the  IMB,  many  state  conventions 
and  other  entities  offer  ^ledfic 
training  for  vc^unteers  in  how  to 
minister  in  anofoer  culture. 

•  Team  leader  training:  In 
addition  to  cros8<ultural  train¬ 
ing  for  volunteers,  special 
truiing  also  is  available  for 
people  who  will  lead  teams.  A 
schedule  of  team  leader  and 
cross-cultural  training  events  is 
available  cm  the  webnte. 

The  IMB  has  compiled  a  free, 
38-page  guide  that  covers 
everyfoing  volunteers  rteed  to 
krtow,  frcm  spiritual  prepara- 
tion  to  how  to  pack  a  suitcase. 
The  book  can  be  downloaded 
or  printed  fix>m  foe  website, 
going.imb.org/vim/main/def 
aultasp. 

hfore  information  on  intema- 
tioiud  missions  travel  can  also  be 
obtained  from  the  Partnershfo 
Missions  Department, 

Mississfopi  Baptist  Convention 
Boarded.  Box  530,  Jackion,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
292-32^  or  toll-free  outside 
jKhson  (800)  748-1651,  ext  239. 
E-nudl:  krhode80mbd>.oig. 
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